
The Smithfield Town Council held its regular meeting on Tuesday, November 1st, 

2016. The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. Members present were Mr. T. 

Carter Williams, Mayor; Mr. Andrew Gregory, Vice Mayor; Mr. Michael Smith, Ms. 

Connie Chapman, Mr. Randy Pack, and Dr. Milton Cook.  Mrs. Denise Tynes was 

absent. Staff members present were Mr. Peter M. Stephenson, Town Manager; Mrs. 

Lesley King, Town Clerk; Ms. Ellen Minga, Town Treasurer; Mr. William H. Riddick, III, 

Town Attorney; Mr. Steve Bowman, Chief of Police; Lt. Patrick Araojo, Smithfield Police 

Department; Ms. Judy Winslow, Director of Tourism; Mr. William G. Saunders IV, 

Planning and Zoning Administrator; Mr. Bill Davidson, Planning Commission Chairman; 

Mr. Charles Bryan, Planning Commission Vice Chairman; Ms. Jennifer England, 

Museum Director; and Ms. Amy Musick, Smithfield Center Director. There were 

approximately eleven (11) citizens present. The media was represented by Mr. Ryan 

Kushner of the Smithfield Times.  

Mayor Williams – Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the Smithfield 

Town Council meeting of November 1st, 2016. It is now 7:30 p.m. Thank you all for 

coming out tonight. I would like everyone to stand as we say the Pledge. 

All present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Mayor Williams – Before we get started, I would like to recognize a couple of 

people. We have Mr. Charles Bryan and Mr. Bill Davidson with us tonight. They are on 

the Planning Commission. We also have Mr. William Saunders who is our Planning and 

Zoning Administrator. We have Ms. Cheryl Ketchum who is the Director of the Farmer’s 

Market working under Ms. Judy Winslow, Director of Tourism. Mr. Rick Bodson is here. 

He is the director of a whole lot of things. Ms. Amy Musick, Smithfield Center Director, is 

also here. We will now start our meeting with the Informational Section of the agenda 

with our Town Manager.  

Town Manager – Thank you, your Honor. Welcome everyone. I am going to 

immediately turn it over to Chief Bowman. Afterwards, I will cover a few other things.  

Chief Bowman – Mr. Mayor and members of Council, good evening. It is a 

pleasure to be here before you tonight. Councilwoman Tynes had asked last week if we 

could have a distinguished guest here with us. Tonight, we have Sgt. Patrick Araojo. He 

has been with the police department for over ten (10) years. He was nominated this 

year by the Crime Line and the Smithfield Police Department as the Town of 
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Smithfield’s Top Cop. He was awarded about two (2) weeks ago. We are proud of him 

for that, however, since that time Sgt. Araojo was competing for a Lieutenant spot with 

the Smithfield Police Department in the investigative division. It was a very competitive 

process in which we brought in three (3) members of other departments with the rank of 

Lieutenant or above. He took a written test and went through the panel interview. He 

was the successful candidate. Effective yesterday, he was promoted to Investigative 

Commander for the Smithfield Police Department. We are pleased and honored to have 

Lt. Patrick Araojo here tonight. I am sure he will do a great job.  

Town Manager – Congratulations Lt. Araojo. Councilwoman Tynes was not able 

to be here this evening following some surgery last week. Our thoughts and prayers are 

with her. I wanted to read a message that I received from the Chairman of the Chamber 

of Commerce this afternoon. It states: ‘As many of you know, Andy (Cripps) is in the 

hospital recovering from surgery due to a severe foot infection. We fully expect him to 

return to work soon but, at this time, we are really not sure when that will be. Please 

keep Andy and his family in your thoughts and prayers. In the meantime, Kelly Amos 

will be handling day to day operations as acting President. We appreciate your support 

of Kelly and Andy during this, hopefully, brief period. If you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact me.’ This year, Mike Adams of Bon Vivant, is the Chairman of 

the Chamber of Commerce. We certainly wish Andy a quick recovery. I know it will not 

be easy. We have a full complement of meetings this month including the Board of 

Zoning Appeals. We have a Pinewood Heights Management Team meeting next 

Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. We will have our Planning Commission meeting on November 8th 

at 6:30 p.m. We will observe Veteran’s Day on November 11th and offices will be closed. 

We will have a Board of Historic and Architectural Review and a Board of Zoning 

Appeals meeting on November 15th at 6:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., respectively. The town 

and county offices will be closed on November 23rd at noon as well as the 24th and 25th 

in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday. Committee meetings are on November 28th 

and 29th at 4:00 p.m. I will be happy to answer any questions regarding the October 

Activity Report. Our Town Clerk did a great job putting that together. You all should be 

expecting the town newsletters in the mail soon. They were sent out today. We have a 

lot going on this fall and with the holidays.  
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Mayor Williams – We will now move to Public Comments. The public is invited to 

speak to Council on any matters except for public hearings. We have two (2) of those 

tonight. Hold your thoughts until the public hearings please if you want to address us. 

Comments are limited to five (5) minutes per person. Any required response from the 

town will be provided in writing following the meeting. Is there anyone who would like to 

speak? 

Town Manager – Yes, sir. We have a few signups. The first is Mr. Thomas Mayes.  

Mr. Mayes – Thank you, Mr. Mayor and members of the Town Council. I am just 

here for a moment to speak in favor of the August submittal for RFP #1607 which is 

known as a relocation of the Dr. Womble house. I think it is item C7 on your consent 

agenda tonight. In your purpose section on that, it says ‘an offer is interested in the 

outbuildings located on the property. They may be included at the town’s discretion.’ I 

am here tonight in case you have any questions on that item. The Smithfield Times had 

reported in August that there was also another person that put in a consent form. By the 

way, that is some piece of paperwork. It took me about two (2) days but I got it done. I 

think it is very well filled out and answers the questions as to the interest and excitement 

that I have about moving just the smokehouse. That is what I looked at. I know you 

might have had a vision of all of it going somewhere. If it ends up that the other 

individual’s proposal wins out then that might be what you have. Otherwise, if that is not 

the case, you might look at my proposal to take just the smokehouse out. I have a 

historical property that I would really like to see something saved. It would fit into the 

long range plans and criteria for that estate to have something of historical significance 

from the town there. Especially, something that probably goes back to the 1830’s. I 

would like to say, in closing, that I will remain in attendance until item C7 comes up on 

Councilman Dr. Cook’s agenda to answer in questions you might have in regards to 

that. Thank you for your time. 

Town Manager – Our next speaker is Mr. Greg Vassilakos. 

Mr. Vassilakos – I live at 148 Talbot Drive. I am here to speak in support of the 

Park to Park Bike Trail. I urge you to get that project going now. I urge you to try to do it 

the right way. To me, the right way is full width, ten (10) foot wide, along South Church 

Street. I recognize the issues with the impacts for parking. I hope there will be some 

creative solutions to that. My own thought is that perhaps the property owners could 
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cooperate to form a single continuous parking lot instead of having it chopped up for 

every individual business to allow the spots that are available to be shared across 

spaces as they are needed at different times of the day. Regarding the idea of routing 

the bike trail down John Rolfe, I think there is merit in a spur being built down John 

Rolfe eventually; but there are a lot of complications with that. I do not think it has been 

properly thought out. As far as the impacts, there would have to be a stoplight at the 

intersection of John Rolfe and Battery Park Road. My final comment is about my 

understanding of a plan in the distant future to build a traffic circle at the intersection of 

Nike Park and Battery Park Road. The big advantage of traffic circles is that the traffic 

never stops moving; but that is a major problem for pedestrians and bikes. If the bike 

traffic going to Gatling Pointe and other neighborhoods towards Battery Park have to 

cross that traffic circle, you will have to put a light in; which will totally defeat the 

advantage of having the traffic circle in the first place. I think that needs to be re-

thought. Finally, I was in Boston recently for the first time in thirty (30) years. I lived 

there then. At that time, they had a nice bike route that followed the Charles River. On 

my visit back there, I found it greatly expanded. The bike trails now wrap around the 

harbor. There is a diagonal route that cuts across the center of the city that follows the 

transit line. I am used to seeing parking just for bikes as being a rack along the 

sidewalk. Boston now has dedicated bike parking lots. I wanted to bring this up because 

there have been arguments that the bike trail really is not a transportation project so it 

should not have priority. In cities like Boston and Washington D.C., it is a transportation 

network. People do use them for commuting and running their errands. Thank you.  

Mayor Williams – Thank you. We appreciate your input; we certainly do.  

Town Manager – The next person signed up is Ms. Cristin Emrick. 

Ms. Emrick – Good evening. I am also here to speak in support of the Park to 

Park Trail which is the multi-use trail project. I am really excited that this project is 

looking like it may come to fruition. As a ‘come here’ resident of a military family, we 

plan to stay here. With this project coming in and all of the new things that are 

happening in Smithfield, I am very excited to say that we plan to stay here and make 

this our permanent home. This is just one of those things that would just make that so 

much better for our family. I also want to let you know that just a couple of weeks ago, I 

went with a group of friends down the Virginia Capital Trail. I know that some of the 
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opposition to this trail is that it would not be used properly and that it would not be used 

by many people. When we were on the Virginia Capital Trail, we saw hundreds of 

people using it. It was not just cyclist or runners. It was older people, people with their 

families, people with young children. They were all using the trail and visiting the 

businesses along the trail. So, I think that not only would this trail give our families an 

opportunity to go between parks and connect all of those families together; but it will 

also increase the tourism. I do know that there are some logistical issues with this. I am 

not the smartest person in the world; but I know a lot of smart people. I think if we got a 

group together of people who would use the trail like business owners, property owners, 

Town Planners, Zoning Commissioners, and people like that to work together to find 

some compromises to get over the logistical issues then we could really make this 

project work for the entire community. Thank you.  

Mayor Williams – Thank you. We appreciate your input also.  

Town Manager – Our next speaker is Ms. Leah Dempsey. Welcome.  

Ms. Dempsey – I am also here to speak on behalf of the Park to Park Trail. I want 

to thank you for bringing it up. I believe it is on your Consent Agenda under C6. It is the 

resolution to allocate funds for the design analysis for the Park to Park Trail. I have 

been working with county staff since about 2000 on the Park to Park Trail. It was 

formally called the Nike Park Trail. It is very exciting to see it come to fruition now. As 

you probably know from the information you have been reading about it, connecting 

eight thousand (8000) households in Isle of Wight County and the Town of Smithfield 

along with businesses, restaurants, county services, and significant district parks along 

the way is a lot. Thank you for bringing that up for discussion and looking to reallocate 

those funds into studying the Park to Park Trail. As you also probably recognize in the 

Committee discussions and the guidance from staff, just because you are allocating 

those funds; it still needs a lot of study whatever you have been hearing about the 

logistics issues in the way. Those do not get resolved until you actually start studying it. 

As Cristin mentioned, part of that study will involve stakeholders being involved with 

citizens, bike enthusiasts, walkers, business owners, and town business owners to find 

out what the best location, width, mode of transportation, recommendation on pavement 

etc. will be. Thank you again for moving it forward. We look forward to seeing what 

comes out of that study. Thank you.  
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Mayor Williams – Thank you Ms. Dempsey.  

Town Manager – The next signup is Mr. Greg Brown.  

Mr. Brown – Good evening and thanks for hearing me. I am also here to speak in 

support of the Park to Park Trail. We moved all over the east coast for fifteen (15) years 

working for a construction company. My family is happy to say that we like Smithfield so 

much that we are calling this our home from now on. We are going to raise our kids 

here. I am hoping my kids will be able to enjoy a nice bike trail that will connect Nike 

Park to Windsor Castle Park. We love Windsor Castle Park. I think I have run into the 

Mayor walking around it once or twice when we are out with our kids. It is a great place. 

We would like to be able to get there by bike if we can. Thank you.  

Mayor Williams – Thank you. We appreciate all of your input. We do not have any 

more signups but if you would like to get up and address us about anything at all that 

you want to, even though you did not sign up, you are certainly welcome to come up 

now.  

Mr. Lee Duncan – I live at 1217 Modest Neck Road. I am in favor of the 

reallocation of VDOT funds for the engineering of the Park to Park Trail. That is all I 

wanted to say. Thank you very much.  

Mayor Williams – Is there anybody else? Public comments are now closed. We 

now move to a Briefing by Richard Grice, Isle of Wight County Board of Supervisors, 

Smithfield District.  

Supervisor Grice – Good evening. I am the representative on the Board of 

Supervisors for the Smithfield District. On October 20th, we had our regular monthly 

Board of Supervisors meeting. Multiple hearings were held. The first addressed two (2) 

lots owned by Hope Presbyterian Church. The rezoning was approved. It moves the lots 

from Rural Agricultural Conservation to Rural Residential. It is about all I know really 

about that process because I am a trustee on that church and had to recuse myself. I 

was not at the public meeting. I owe Councilwoman Chapman an apology. I thought my 

meeting was tonight and I would not be able to be here but I am. The Board approved a 

revised method of assessing the Machine and Tools Tax Rate. For years, the rate was 

assessed on the basis of one hundred (100%) percent of original value which was at 

seventy (.70) cents per hundred. It is now one dollar and seventy five ($1.75) cents 

based on forty (40%) percent of original value. The application of the new method is 
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revenue neutral for this fiscal year of 2016-2017. The county keeps it rate competitive 

with the surrounding communities. It uses the same formula commonly used by those 

entities easing comparison for any business that may want to join us here in the county. 

There was a use type review Zoning Ordinance amendment recommendation by staff 

which had several challenges presented by the Board. It is currently receiving additional 

scrutiny in review by the staff. The Board will not vote to approve amendments on 

actions that it cannot understand. This is not a ‘rubber stamp’ Board. Positive progress 

is being made on the Emergency Communications Radio System. Staff will begin 

reporting their progress, along with budget and expenditure information, on a monthly 

basis. The county borrowed eight million ($8,000,000.00) dollars for the project; but that 

is not the budget and staff was told that; rather, it is just the amount that was borrowed. 

We want a first rate system that will last us for many years to come but we must be 

penurious with our expenditures. With some three hundred thousand ($300,000.00) 

dollars of carry-over in last fiscal year and our approval of a county managed road 

paving VDOT project which is Morgarts Beach Road, the county has now committed all 

of its operating budget reserves. Careful fiscal management is critical through the 

balance of the year. The staff has been challenged to continue to seek out money 

saving measures. I would challenge all three (3) government bodies, as well as the 

school administration, to seek out areas where consolidation of duplicate activities could 

present all four (4) agencies with savings of residential tax dollars. As elected officials 

we need to encourage an open dialog between our staffs to perpetuate economies of 

scale and cost savings. The county has approved its 2017 state legislative priority list 

which includes five (5) areas. Should anyone or the Town Council or the town wish to 

add any items or discuss additional concerns, please contact Mr. Don Robertson or 

myself. Presently, the items listed are: education funding support from the 

Commonwealth, exemption of state revenue recovery for Western Tidewater Regional 

Jail, limited residential lodging act, equity and authority for counties, cities, and towns, 

and unfunded mandates. Those are our agenda for right now. The county will be 

scheduling regular monthly Board work sessions open to the public which are intended 

to provide a less formal platform for the Board, staff, and public to discuss matters of 

concern, or areas needing further dialogue than permitted at our regular Board of 

Supervisor meetings. The meetings are tentatively scheduled for the first Thursday of 
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each month. The agenda items for the work sessions are available on the county 

website. Public notice will be published. At our October 6th meeting, the zoning type 

review and Zoning Ordinance Amendment was given a lengthy review. As previously 

mentioned, it was sent back to staff for additional editing. Additionally, the county’s 

Transportation Capital Fund plan has been reviewed in detail. Three projects have been 

funded for fiscal year 2017. Rather than managing all three (3) projects, the county staff 

will manage only one project which is the Morgarts Beach repaving. VDOT will take the 

lead on the Nike Park extension to Route 17 and the Route 17/Route 258 intersection 

improvement projects. While not managing the later, VDOT has agreed to an active 

participation role by our county staff. It was county staff that successfully managed the 

Benns Church intersection improvements. It is an intersection that I traverse twice daily 

at least five (5) days a week and one that I very much appreciate. It seems that it has 

come in on budget and close to on schedule. Ms. Cook is on the School Board and the 

representative of Smithfield. I will be holding a listening meeting tomorrow evening at 

7:00 p.m. at our now open library. I welcome all to please attend. We will have coffee 

and cookies so please join us. That ends my report for this evening. Are there any 

questions?  

Councilman Pack – I have one please. On the Morgarts Beach Road repaving, 

are you guys paving the dirt road that has never been paved before? 

Supervisor Grice – Yes. If you go online, there is a map of it. You can see exactly 

what the extent is. I do not know all of the streets so I cannot give you the whole thing.  

Councilman Pack – Great. It has been a public dirt road for as long as I can 

remember. 

Councilman Dr. Cook – I have a question about your comment about saving 

money and partnering up with the three (3) localities in effort to combine duties to save 

money. I am all in favor of doing things to save money. We need to keep in mind, I can 

think of two (2) items, that we have already combined to save money. They are our 911 

system and Tourism where we share the load so to speak. Council does not feel that we 

get as much say in what is going on with the shared duties. I think for things going 

forward, if we want to share items, that it should be a team approach where we would 

have say in everything from budgeting to whatever. It would be more of group decision 

making instead of one locality telling the other person how it is going to be done.  
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Supervisor Grice – It think you will find the new Board in favor of that and they are 

pushing that concept.  

Councilman Dr. Cook – Thank you.  

Mayor Williams – Are there any other questions? Thank you, Mr. Grice. We 

certainly appreciate your input. Our next item is a Presentation from the Isle of Wight 

County Museum by Jennifer England.  

Museum Director – Good evening. I am the Director of the Isle of Wight County 

Museum. I have brought you some pictures. I am here to talk to you guys this evening 

about things that are turning forty (40) which includes a movie, Big Red chewing gum, 

Queen Elizabeth II sending the world’s first email, the National Air and Space Museum, 

and so is the Isle of Wight County Museum. This is our fortieth (40th) year. The museum 

originally began just across the street; not where it is today. It opened there in 1976. 

Two years prior, we were gearing up for the bicentennial and the county decided that 

they needed to appoint a group of interested citizens to a Board to come together and 

collect some artifacts to be able to tell the story of Isle of Wight County. They started on 

November 1st which was opening day with the Board of Supervisors. The museum had 

some famous visitors back when it was over in the building across the street. They were 

Lady Bird Johnson and her daughter Linda. There we were for two (2) years. The 

museum was staffed by volunteers. It quickly outgrew the space and then the Bank of 

Smithfield, where we are today, became available. The museum packed up and moved 

across the street in 1979. Today, we are still doing things as we were doing back in 

1976. I say ‘we’ but I was not here then. We just had a program recently 

commemorating the Vietnam War. We had veterans that came to see us. We have had 

a lot of interaction with some school groups this year. Since they are doing their project 

based learning, we have groups come. Creative writing classes have come to see us. 

We spent a lot of time with them. We have had bloggers and lots of groups from 

Smithfield Foods coming to see us. If you guys are up on the news in the collegiate 

circles, 3D scanning is quite the thing now. A professor from VCU came down and did a 

3D scan of the ham and the peanut. It went viral in academic circles. We are very active 

with social media. We try to keep up with pop culture. We do a little bit of niche 

marketing as well. Hopefully, you guys are following the ham on social media. We play 

up that ham. It is our biggest roadside attraction. It is the reason a lot of folks are 
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coming from out of the area to the museum. We have all kinds of fun things we do with 

the ham. We have an annual birthday party for him and a photo contest every summer 

which is very popular. We have our live camera on the ham. We refer to it as it as the 

‘Ham Cam’.  You can tune into the museum 24/7 and see what that ham is up to. You 

would be surprised as to who tunes in. We do some pop up videos on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. You would be surprised as to how many people come into the museum with 

their cell phone in their hand telling everybody that they are walking in so check us out. 

It has taken off in a lot of media. The Southern Foodways Alliance did a piece all about 

Smithfield, Virginia versus Smithfield, North Carolina. They thought the Ham Cam was 

pretty hysterical so we enjoyed that. We have done a lot recently to clean up and make 

the museum more attractive on the outside. We put up some banners and some 

signage. You might remember that we had a storm about two (2) years ago that 

dropped a big hunk of plaster down from the ceiling. Isle of Wight County Public Works 

did an amazing job repairing it and painting the ceiling. We are looking pretty 

spectacular on the inside these days as well. Of course, we have a gift shop. There are 

lots of fun things so come on by for all of your festive needs. This year, as I said, we are 

celebrating our fortieth (40th) anniversary. In the category of there are no new ideas 

anymore, in 2010 the British Museum decided to put together a book and a radio series 

called The History of the World and One Hundred Objects. They pulled one hundred 

objects from their collection to tell the history of the world. Of course, objects have been 

telling stories long before the invention of the printing press. We decided to do that as 

well. We put together an exhibit and a book. It is what we are doing to commemorate 

our anniversary. Our first object is a fossilized whale vertebrae. Our fortieth item is the 

World’s Largest Ham Biscuit. It is a section of the actual biscuit that we have in the 

collection. This picture shows a mockup of our exhibit. It is a four sided piece that is 

currently in the center of the museum. We actually finished proofing all of the label copy 

today. It is very exciting and installation should begin very soon. Like I said, why do one 

big project when you can do multiple projects. We decided to put together a book. Our 

demo copy came in a few weeks ago and our books are set to arrive on Monday. We 

have detail in the book about all of those objects. You are all invited and we certainly 

hope that you will be able to join us for our fortieth (40th). There will be ham. I have 

some invites here for you.  
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Town Manager – And the book would make a great Christmas gift. 

Museum Director – Yes. Everyone needs one. Are there any questions? 

Mayor Williams – Thank you. We appreciate your hard work, passion, and your 

love for what you do. It certainly shows and we appreciate all you do for us and the 

county. Thank you. Our next item on the agenda is Council Comments. Are there any 

comments from Council? 

Councilwoman Chapman – I just want to thank Ms. England for the innovation and 

new stuff she has brought to light through the museum since she has been with the 

town. She has done yoga and so many new, fun, and exciting things. I just want to 

thank her for making the museum fun.  

Mayor Williams – Are there any other comments? Hearing none, we now move to 

the Summary of Consent Agenda Items. We have seven (7) items tonight. Would any 

Council member like to pull an item for further discussion? 

Councilman Pack – Yes sir, Mr. Mayor. Could we pull item C7 for further 

discussion please? 

Mayor Williams – Yes, sir. We will now move to the Finance Committee 

Chairman, Mr. Randy Pack.  

Councilman Pack – Finance Committee Summary. We have many invoices 

tonight that are over ten thousand ($10,000.00) dollars requiring Council’s authorization. 

The first three (3) have to do with Pagan Road, Lumar Road, and Wainwright Drive 

which are all in Moonefield by the ballpark area for water line replacement. We had a 

waterline that needed to be replaced. The first three (3) invoices to LB Water, HD 

Supply, and Lewis Construction all relate to that project. We are recommending 

approval of those this evening. The next invoice is to Sydnor Hydro Inc. for a pump 

station in the amount of $25,300.00. It is for a full replacement pump which we had 

budgeted for this year. While we spend a ton of money on them, our pump stations are 

very important to what we do here. We do a very good job in the town to make sure they 

stay maintained and working. It is a good thing that we are not getting complaints about 

pump stations that are not working. REW Corporation has an invoice for replacing the 

SCADA System at the Reverse Osmosis Plant. It was an unexpected replacement in 

the amount of $13,926.00. It is for a server and the associated software to keep our 

water running. The next invoice is for Kimley Horn Associates for various aspects of the 
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sports complex in the amount of $25,356.92. We also have an invoice for Blair Brothers, 

Inc. for crosswalks in the historic district. I believe there were nine (9) of those for a total 

of $29,812.00. It is a tremendous bill. We believe they will last for nine (9) years which is 

what we were told. There are not too many ways around that but they are looking good 

once again. Our last invoice is for the Isle of Wight County Tourism True-Up for 

$98,981.70. For the record, this is a little bit less than what the county requested. The 

county had asked for roughly $112,000.00. It covered some increases in salary that the 

town did not have a mention in. We felt that we needed to be a part of that budget 

process. We are going to pay what we had budgeted and agreed to and hash out the 

rest with the county as we move forward. These require Council authorization and we 

recommend approval of them this evening.  

Mayor Williams – Thank you. We will now move to the Parks and Recreation 

Committee Chair, Ms. Connie Chapman.  

Councilwoman Chapman – Parks and Recreation Committee Summary. Thank 

you, Mayor. We have a resolution to approve an amended street closure request. We 

had a Vintage Market rescheduled. It was originally set for October 8th and now it will 

November 12th. We also have a resolution to approve the street closure request for the 

Smithfield Evening Christmas Market on December 10th. The actual event will be from 

3:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. Item C4 is a resolution to approve the street closure/traffic 

assistance request for the Annual Christmas Parade on December 17th. Our last item is 

a motion to reject the bids for the Clontz Park Boat Ramp Construction. All of those 

came in significantly higher than what we had anticipated. We make a motion to reject 

those bids. Thank you.  

Mayor Williams – Thank you. We will now move to Public Works Committee 

Chairman, Mr. Mike Smith.  

Councilman Smith – Public Works Committee Summary. Thank you, Mr. Mayor. 

Tonight, we have a resolution to allocate VDOT Urban Funds to the Route 258//West 

Main Street turn lane at the Joseph W. Luter, Jr. Sports Complex, the Benns church 

Boulevard/South Church Street intersection improvement alternatives analysis and 

conceptual design, and the South Church Street – Segment 3 design alternative 

analysis for Trail/Sidewalk. 

Mayor Williams – Thank you. We have pulled Item C7 for further discussion.  
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Councilman Pack – Mr. Mayor, I would make the motion that we approve Item C1-

C6 as presented.  

C1. Invoices Over $10,000.00 Requiring Council Authorization: 

a. LB Water (Pagan Road Waterline Replacement)   $12,122.39 

b. HD Supply (Pagan Road Waterline Replacement)  $11,195.18 

c. Lewis Construction (Lumar Road between Wainwright 

and Moonefield Drive – Waterline Replacement)  $17,425.00 

d. Sydnor Hydro (Morris Creek and Crescent Pump  

Station)        $25,300.00 

e. REW Corporation (Replace SCADA Server at R.O.Plant) $13,926.00 

f. Kimley Horn Associates (Sports Complex)   $25,356.92 

g. Blair Brothers Inc. (crosswalks in Historic District)  $29,812.00 

h. IOW County Tourism True-Up     $98,981.70 

C2. Resolution to Approve Amended Street Closure Request for the Vintage 

Market that was rescheduled from October 8th to November 12th due to Inclement 

Weather. 

C3. Resolution to Approve the Street Closure Request for Smithfield Evening 

Christmas Market on Saturday, December 10th from Noon until 11:00 p.m.  

C4. Resolution to Approve the Street Closure/Traffic Assistance Request for 

Annual Smithfield Christmas Parade, Saturday, December 17th from 8:00 a.m. 

until 1:00 p.m. 

C5. Motion to Reject the Bids for the Clontz Park Boat Ramp Construction.  

C6. Resolution to Allocate VDOT Urban Funds to the Route 258/West Main Street 

Right Turn Lane at Joseph W. Luter, Jr. Sports Complex, Benns Church 

Boulevard/South Church Street Intersection Improvement Alternatives Analysis 

and Conceptual Design, and South Church Street (Segment 3) Design Alternative 

Analysis for Trail/Sidewalk.  

C7. Pulled from Consent Agenda. 

Councilwoman Chapman – Second.  

Mayor Williams - A motion has been made and properly seconded. Roll call vote.    

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilman Smith voted aye, 

Councilman Dr. Cook voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Chapman 
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voted aye, Vice Mayor Gregory voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were 

no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

Mayor Williams – We will now move to Item C7 which is a Motion to Reject the 

Proposals Received for the Wombwell House Relocation. We will have consideration by 

Public Buildings and Welfare Committee Chairman, Dr. Milton Cook.  

Councilman Dr. Cook – We have a motion before us to reject the proposals 

received for the Wombwell house relocation. We received two (2) proposals. One was 

just for one building out of the estate. The other proposal was for the house and 

outbuildings but for the town to pay the moving costs which was not part of the request. 

In discussions at committee, we decided that we would like to keep the buildings 

together to see if something else arose as far as saving the buildings and keeping them 

intact as a group. This does not mean that we will bulldoze down the house or the 

buildings. We are in no hurry to do anything with those buildings so we are just going to 

wait and see if something else comes up down the road like another interested party to 

move the entire set of buildings. If it comes to a point in time where we have to do 

something, we can entertain the idea of separating them out. Mr. Mayes is interested in 

just one of the buildings which is the smokehouse. With that being said, Councilman 

Pack pulled it.  

Councilman Pack – We talked a bit about this at committee. I understand the 

concept but Mr. Mayes showed up tonight and is interested in it. I think it is a pretty 

good guess that nobody is interested in the house; certainly not right now. The house 

itself was a mess and in bad shape. We do have someone who is interested in the 

smokehouse and restoring it and keeping it from deteriorating any further. I do not 

understand why we will not just let Mr. Mayes have at it. He met the requirements of the 

RFP and will take it down at his expense. Let’s get something saved out of this. I 

understand your philosophy Dr. Cook; but we do have someone who is interested in 

part of it who wants to do something with it now. It is my opinion that we ought to 

consider that.  

Mayor Williams – With that being said, with Mr. Mayes coming forward and what 

the committee agreed upon, we are really not in a hurry to do anything with it right now. 

We could put this off now that it is out in the public with what Mr. Mayes came up here 

and said. Hopefully, the press will put something in the paper which might generate a 
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little bit more interest. Maybe we could take this back to committee and discuss it a bit 

more. It will give us a couple weeks or so to think about it a little bit more.  

Councilman Dr. Cook – My point in waiting is that the smokehouse is not going 

anywhere. It has been there for decades without being touched. I am not trying to give 

the smokehouse away to anyone else other than Mr. Mayes at the moment. I just do not 

think we need to rush into splitting everything up. There may be an interested individual 

like the Mayor said. They might show up. I am sure Mr. Mayes will continue to stay 

interested for another couple of months. Keeping the estate intact was more of my 

concern. 

Councilman Pack – I respect that and understand that.  

Vice Mayor Gregory – Mr. Riddick, even if we wanted to approve something 

tonight because it is the disposition of real property wouldn’t that require its own public 

hearing? 

Town Attorney – It is not getting rid of land. Essentially, you are going to allow him 

to sever it from the real estate and move it. I do not know if we are going to do that but 

we could.  

Vice Mayor Gregory – There is no money changing hands. 

Mayor Williams – Mr. Mayes, would you like to weigh in again?  

Mr. Mayes – I appreciate you setting it aside for discussion. I most certainly 

appreciate the town wanting to keep it all together. It is not an arguable point from my 

perspective. Good luck on that. I would most certainly be happy to see all of it go down 

the road in its historical context. Otherwise, I yield to the town’s discretion. I just asked 

that my proposal be kept on file. At such time that you find that you might entertain what 

I submitted, I would like to have the first crack to come back and address that with you. 

Thank you.  

Town Attorney – You do not have to reject it tonight. You can just defer action on 

it. You can do that for as long as twelve (12) months, I think. I will look into it but for right 

now if you want to just do nothing and maybe carry it over to next month at committees 

and see what we can do as far as that process is concerned.  

Councilman Dr. Cook – If we are looking to see if there is anybody else interested 

in the selection of buildings, would it require us to issue another RFP? I guess the 

question is what we are waiting on. Are we waiting for someone to knock on the door 



Smithfield Town Council 
November 1st, 2016  
Page 16 
and say they want the buildings or do we need to issue another RFP asking for such? I 

do not know how that works.  

Mayor Williams – You would have to reject this completely to issue another RFP. 

Councilman Dr. Cook – So what does deferring do?  

Town Attorney – It gives you the opportunity to decide whether you want do 

anything with Mr. Mayes or not.  

Councilman Pack – We had a lot of traffic on our initial RFP. We had good press 

including outside press. We just did not get many offers. We did not get the offer that we 

wanted. I do not think it is a price issue since it was only one ($1.00) dollar.  

Councilman Dr. Cook – I think that unless we are willing to issue a new RFP then 

we should think about going Councilman Pack’s route. If you want to issue another RFP 

then I think we need to reject. I do not know what benefit deferring has.  

Councilman Pack – Deferring allows us to keep Mr. Mayes in the loop. Unless we 

are going to issue another RFP, it makes the most sense to defer or to make a change 

tonight. I do not think we want to make a change tonight.  

Mayor Williams – That is my point; to defer it or postpone it and take another look 

at it this month or next or the first of the year. It would give it some time to sit there a 

little bit. As previously said, we are not in a big hurry. I am not of the opinion that we 

should move the Wombwell house. I am certainly of the opinion that we should move 

the smokehouse. Councilman Smith and I toured the Wombwell house and it is in pretty 

bad shape. It will be pretty hard to move. It is old. If it were to fall down, we would catch 

a lot of grief from a lot of people. We need to make a strong effort to do something with 

it but we need time to figure that one out.  

Councilman Smith – I have a question for Mr. Mayes. If you got this building, how 

long do you think it would take you to physically move it off of the property? 

Mr. Mayes – In my RFP, I provided a schedule. I am actually going to be doing the 

work myself. I have taken down a lot of large projects over the years. I have a piece of 

property that is historical. It is a piece that was originally part of Pocahontas’ dowry to 

John Rolfe. When he married, Powhatan gave that land to him as part of a piece in 

Surry which will have a historical easement. I put in there thirty (30) days to tag 

everything. The roof truss section has to come off of it. The rest of it is movable. It 

addressed in the RFP all of the height requirements. It will avoid any height restrictions. 
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We are just taking the roof off and the trusses. I gave myself thirty (30) days to get it 

out.  

Councilman Smith – Are you saving the foundation material too? 

Mr. Mayes – My view of that is interesting. The foundation appears to be more of 

a block design which was probably added at a later time. Who knows whether it was an 

on the ground smokehouse to begin with or whether it was an improvement done later 

in an effort to keep the heat low; or whether or not the hole became unmanageable and 

they blocked it up. I am just taking the actual wooden smokehouse structure. It is not a 

very big undertaking. I will mention something. When they did four lanes on this 

highway up here, there used to be an old country store at the corner of Benns Church 

Boulevard called the Latimer Country Store. They had probably the smallest 

smokehouse in the county. It was 5’ x 7’ x 11’. They had moved it back over by the well 

system over there. They refurbished it to have a tank inside of it. I knew it for what it 

was. When they were getting ready to mow that down with a bulldozer, I quickly got 

access to it by the landowner. It has been moved down to my parents’ old place which 

is the Kountry Kabin Antique Store. I restored it. They use it for hanging small deer 

hams, rabbits, and birds. I am real excited about this.  

Councilman Pack – I would like to make a motion that we defer action on the 

proposals.   

Councilman Dr. Cook – Second.  

Town Attorney – We need to defer to a date certain and then you can bring it up 

at your committee and decide what you are going to do.  

Mayor Williams – We will defer this to the December committee meeting for 

further discussion.  A motion has been made and properly seconded. Roll call vote.    

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilman Pack voted aye, 

Councilman Smith voted aye, Vice Mayor Gregory voted aye, Councilwoman Chapman 

voted aye, Councilman Dr. Cook voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were 

no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

Mayor Williams – We will now move to the Action Section of the agenda. We have 

a Public Hearing: Franchise Agreement with Smithfield Recreation Association (SRA).  

They have been in business since 1973. We will have a staff presentation by our Town 

Attorney, Mr. William H. Riddick III.  
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 Town Attorney – Mr. Mayor and members of Council, the agenda item is a public 

hearing on a Franchise Agreement for the Sports Complex property. The matter has 

been properly advertised. The deadline for receiving bids was on Friday. I understand 

that we only received one bid. It was dated October 7th, 2016 from Mr. Chris Kennedy 

on behalf of the Smithfield Recreation Association. They have made a proposal to 

acquire this property by a long term lease. A Franchise Agreement is what you call it; 

but if you approve this, it permits us to enter into a lease agreement with them. It is 

required by law since this is a long term use of public property to have a public hearing 

on the matter. At the conclusion of the public hearing, you need not vote on it. I would 

recommend that you authorize the Town Manager to enter into the agreement; but we 

need to work out a lot of the details that a lease would include with respect to the 

obligations of Smithfield Recreation Association. It is required to hold a public hearing to 

receive any public input on this. It is a legal requirement before you can take that next 

step.  

 Mayor Williams – Are there any further comments from Council? Hearing none, 

we now declare the public hearing open. Would anybody like to come forward and 

speak for or against? Hearing none, I will close the public hearing. We will have 

consideration by Parks and Recreation Committee Chair, Ms. Connie Chapman.  

 Councilwoman Chapman – Okay.  

 Town Attorney – Do you want to know what I would recommend? I would 

recommend that you would, for the record, acknowledge that the only bidder is the 

Smithfield Recreation Association and that action on this matter would be deferred until 

your December meeting to give us the opportunity to meet with Smithfield Recreation 

Association to discuss the terms that would be included in a long term lease. That would 

be my recommendation. I think Vice Mayor Gregory could facilitate a meeting with SRA 

and we can talk about all of the terms that need to be included. For example, what 

things will the town be responsible for, what things will SRA be responsible for, what 

would be the initial term? Should it be more than twenty (20) years? All of these things 

are negotiable and need to be included in a lease agreement. You could not enter into a 

lease agreement until you had this public hearing. We have done that. There were no 

other bidders. There is not any urgency other than from Mr. Bodson’s perspective in that 

he wants to issue a grant application; but, perhaps, he could wait a month.  
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 Councilman Dr. Cook – Could we have some discussion? 

 Town Attorney – Sure.  

 Councilman Dr. Cook – In this Franchise Agreement, it is very vague as far as 

property. Is that in the actual lease itself? 

 Town Attorney – Yes because it could be any portion of that property.  

 Councilman Dr. Cook – Okay. It does not say specifically ballfields. Reading this 

Franchise Agreement, it sounds like it could be the entire park. 

 Town Attorney – It can be whatever you negotiate. It included all of the property 

and it is subject to negotiation with the bidder.  

 Councilman Dr. Cook – Okay. We agree on a Franchise Agreement first and then 

the lease gets agreed on second. 

 Town Attorney – The Franchise Agreement is just the action by the town to agree 

to grant this interest in land to the applicant which is Smithfield Recreation Association. 

If you remember the one we did with Smithfield Landing Company, it says that the town 

is directed to enter into a lease agreement with the low bidder or in this case; the only 

bidder. 

 Councilman Dr. Cook – I guess my question is will this Lease Agreement come 

back to Council once a Franchise Agreement is approved? 

 Town Attorney – Absolutely.  

 Councilman Dr. Cook – There are lots of details.  

 Town Attorney – The devil is in the details and we have hardly any of those 

really.  

 Vice Mayor Gregory – I do not know if we need it but I will make a motion to 

authorize the Town Manager and the Town Attorney to meet with Smithfield Recreation 

Association to negotiate a lease to bring back to Town Council, hopefully, at the 

December Town Council meeting.  

 Councilman Dr. Cook – Second.  

 Mayor Williams – I would like to say one other thing to add to that motion is to 

make sure that Vice Mayor Gregory is there with this discussion.  

 Town Attorney – Included in that motion is to defer action on this matter until the 

December meeting.  
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 Mayor Williams – Does everyone understand the motion? I think so. A motion 

has been made and properly seconded. Roll call vote.    

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilman Pack voted aye, 

Councilman Smith voted aye, Vice Mayor Gregory voted aye, Councilwoman Chapman 

voted aye, Councilman Dr. Cook voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were 

no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

Mayor Williams – We will now move to a Public Hearing: Franchise Agreement 

with Historic Windsor Castle Restoration LLC. We will have a staff presentation by our 

Town Attorney, Mr. William H. Riddick III. 

Town Attorney – Mr. Mayor and members of Council, the exact same process 

applies to the Windsor Castle property. The purpose of this is to enter into a lease 

agreement with Historic Windsor Castle Restoration which is an LLC that has been 

created for the purpose of facilitating the restoration of the Windsor Castle Park 

property. There has been quite a lot of discussion between staff and the Windsor Castle 

Park Foundation. Most importantly, I will try to explain so that everybody understands 

the process. There is a lot of moving parts here. The Town of Smithfield owns the 

property; in particular, we are talking about the forty some odd acres that are covered 

by the Historic Preservation Easement or some lesser part of that. That is what is 

anticipated to be covered by the lease. The town owns all of that property. The Windsor 

Castle Park Foundation is a 501c3 that has been created for the purpose of raising 

money to facilitate the improvement and restoration of the property. One of the things 

that is also important to make this project successful is to facilitate the possibility or the 

actual creation of historic tax credits. The project is not going to be eligible for Federal 

tax credits but is more than likely to be eligible for state tax credits. We have created the 

Historic Windsor Castle Restoration LLC. The members of the LLC will be the Windsor 

Castle Park Foundation and Smithfield Foods. Smithfield Foods has made a large 

charitable donation. They are eligible to receive tax credits commensurate with their 

donation. The remaining tax credits can be syndicated by the LLC. It is, basically, a way 

for them to offer them to the public and receive money back for them which can flow 

back into the project. It is all very complicated; but we have hired outside counsel to do 

this. Once again, the two (2) members are Smithfield Foods and the Windsor Castle 

Park Foundation. The Foundation met earlier tonight at 5:30 p.m. The Mayor, Dr. Cook 



Smithfield Town Council 
November 1st, 2016  
Page 21 
and I were there. We explained all of this. Sue Ivy is their President. She is most 

concerned that we have a very transparent and accountable method for proceeding with 

the restoration of the property. She suggested that the LLC should create a construction 

committee. We talked about this. Remember that the town has no control over this LLC; 

we are not a member of that. Through the terms of this lease agreement, the LLC will 

be required to restore the property in accordance with the approved plans and 

specifications as approved by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and in 

accordance with the requirements for tax credits. Therein lays the parameters by which 

the LLC may improve the property. They have to do it in strict accordance with that. So, 

somebody has to facilitate the construction and it is not a town project. It is an LLC 

project. It is using some money that comes from the town and some is coming from 

Smithfield Foods. They were concerned that there needs to be a small working group 

that is accountable to make this happen. Ms. Ivy had suggested that we create a 

committee. There still has to be a meeting over this; but she had proposed that the 

members would be two (2) members from the Foundation which would be Dr. Cook as 

well as Ms. Martha Russ. There would also be two (2) members from the Town of 

Smithfield which would be Mayor Williams and Ms. Amy Musick. We had talked about 

including the Town Manager but he felt that Ms. Musick would be more appropriate in 

that capacity. We offered Smithfield Foods a slot on that committee as well and they 

have appointed Ms. Cynthia Edwards. So, that will be the five (5) members of the 

construction committee. They would be responsible for hiring a project manager, a 

construction manager, and a contractor. They would then make the decisions about 

how to proceed including all of the details relating to construction as far as what gets 

done first and the purchase of materials. The day to day decisions would be made by 

the committee in consultation with these managers and contractors. So, that is the 

function that they have suggested and the Foundation thought that it was a great idea. 

They have recommended that Ms. Ivy be appointed as the manager. The manager is 

the person who has signature authority for the LLC. She does not want to handle the 

money so I have contacted Robert Moore. He is a local CPA and has agreed to handle 

that part of the function. We have a CPA who is monitoring the books. We have a 

committee that is making decisions in consultation with the contractor that they hire. We 

have the Mayor who has agreed to be a consultant to make sure that the cost of the 
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work that is being done and the materials is appropriate and reasonable. There is going 

to be a method, as part of this process, to review the invoices and have them paid. The 

money will come from the Foundation to the LLC. Bills will be paid as they are accrued. 

The town’s money will probably not come until later because we do not want to borrow 

that money and pay interest on it until we need it. I think I have covered all of the 

moving parts of this. Some of it is public money; but it is all going to a public project. 

The lease agreement is your control over the project. The condition is that they have to 

restore it in accordance with plans and specifications as approved. You have 

representatives from your Town Council who are on this committee who have some say 

so about how it is going to proceed. With all of that being said, you have a draft lease 

that is in your package. We do not have to take action on it tonight. We can defer it until 

next month. You have to have the public hearing to award that but the only bid you 

received is the one from Historic Windsor Castle Restoration. Is that correct, Mr. 

Stephenson? 

Town Manager – That is correct.  

Town Attorney – With all of that being said, I am happy to answer any questions. 

You need to have your public hearing and then you can talk about the matter.  

Mayor Williams – Thank you. We will have consideration by Public Buildings and 

Welfare Committee Chairman, Dr. Milton Cook.  

Councilman Dr. Cook – Does anyone have any questions that were not just 

answered by our Town Attorney? 

Mayor Williams – Hearing none, I declare the public hearing open. Is there 

anybody who would like to come forward and speak for or against? Hearing none, I 

declare the public hearing closed. 

Councilman Dr. Cook – If there are no other questions, my recommendation 

would be to defer voting on this item until the LLC becomes finalized in its organization 

and the lease agreement comes. I do not think we need to vote on this tonight. There is 

no hurry to vote on this tonight. As counsel has said, we had a public hearing on this to 

initiate the process. I do not think we need to vote on this tonight. I would actually 

recommend not voting tonight.  

Councilman Pack – Would you recommend that, perhaps, the Town Manager and 

the Town Attorney begin negotiating. The same as we did previously.  
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Councilman Dr. Cook – Do you think we need to do that? 

Town Attorney – It will not hurt. If you want to be consistent then that is a great 

decision.  

Councilman Dr. Cook – That is fine, sir.  

Town Attorney – You will defer action until your December meeting.  

Councilman Dr. Cook – So moved.  

Councilman Pack – Second.  

Mayor Williams - A motion has been made and properly seconded. Roll call vote.    

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilman Smith voted aye, 

Vice Mayor Gregory voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Chapman 

voted aye, Councilman Dr. Cook voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were 

no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

Mayor Williams – Thank you Mr. Riddick. That was very well done. Our next item 

is Additional Invoice Over $10,000 Requiring Council Authorization: Alpha Corporation - 

$16,508.18.  

Councilman Pack – Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Alpha Corporation are the folks that 

save us a lot of money and keep us on time and under budget. They have submitted a 

final bill for the Smithfield Police Evidence Storage Building. The amount is $16,508.18 

which is the total of two (2) invoices. I would like to make a motion that we pay this 

invoice as presented.  

Councilwoman Chapman – Second.  

Mayor Williams - A motion has been made and properly seconded. Is there any 

further discussion? Roll call vote.    

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilman Dr. Cook voted aye, 

Councilman Smith voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Vice Mayor Gregory voted 

aye, Councilwoman Chapman voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were no 

votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

Mayor Williams – Our next item is a Motion to Accept the Nominating Committee’s 

Recommendation to Fill the Unexpired Terms of Jeffrey Yeaw and Russell Parrish on 

the Board of Historic and Architectural Review.  

Vice Mayor Gregory – Mr. Mayor, based on the folks that we reviewed for these 

open spots, we would like to nominate Mr. Russell Hill. 



Smithfield Town Council 
November 1st, 2016  
Page 24 

Mayor Williams – He is a contractor here in the area. He does not live in the Town 

of Smithfield but neither did Roger Ealy. He brings some construction experience to this 

committee which we certainly need. We are also recommending Mr. David Goodrich 

who lives on South Church Street. He was on the Isle of Wight County School Board at 

one time. He lives in the historic section of Smithfield. He has a very good eye on older 

buildings and that type of thing. They have both agreed to sit on the Board of Historic 

and Architectural Review. Vice Mayor Gregory and I would like to recommend them to 

come on board.  

Town Attorney – For the record, the bylaws permit a non-resident to be on the 

BHAR.  

Councilman Pack – It allows for up to three (3) I believe. 

Town Attorney – I think so.  

Councilman Pack – I will second the motion.  

Mayor Williams - A motion has been made and properly seconded. Is there any 

further discussion? Roll call vote.    

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilwoman Chapman voted 

aye, Councilman Smith voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilman Dr. Cook 

voted aye, Vice Mayor Gregory voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were 

no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

Mayor Williams – Our next item is a Motion to Approve the Town Council Meeting 

Minutes of October 4th, 2016. 

Town Attorney – Mr. Mayor, I made one minor correction and would recommend 

the minutes be approved as corrected.  

Councilman Pack – So moved.  

Councilwoman Chapman – Second.  

Mayor Williams - A motion has been made and properly seconded. All in favor say 

aye, opposed say nay.     

On call for the vote, six members were present. Vice Mayor Gregory voted aye, 

Councilwoman Chapman voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilman Dr. Cook 

voted aye, Councilman Smith voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were no 

votes against the motion. The motion passed. 
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Mayor Williams – The next item is New Business. Do we have any new business 

tonight? 

Town Attorney – Yes sir. We have a Motion to Accept Deeds from Columbia Gas. 

The county, as part of their bike trail acquisition, has reached an agreement to acquire 

right of way from Columbia Gas on that little parcel that they have near the stoplight and 

also a right of way from the stoplight on the Royal Farms side back to The Villas. I 

would ask the Council for a motion to accept the deeds for the additional right of way on 

the Battery Park Bike Trail project.  

Town Manager – There are two (2) deeds from Columbia Gas.  

Councilman Pack – So moved.  

Vice Mayor Gregory – Second.  

Mayor Williams - A motion has been made and properly seconded. Is there any 

further discussion? Roll call vote.    

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilwoman Chapman voted 

aye, Councilman Smith voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilman Dr. Cook 

voted aye, Vice Mayor Gregory voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were 

no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

Mayor Williams – We will now move to Old Business. Is there any old business? 

Hearing none, we have a Closed Session tonight. It will not be very long. I want to thank 

you all for coming out tonight. Thank you very much. We will now go to closed session.  

Town Attorney – Mr. Mayor, we need to go into closed session for the purpose of 

a briefing by legal counsel as to actual litigation.  

Vice Mayor Gregory – So moved.  

Councilman Pack – Second.  

Mayor Williams - A motion has been made and properly seconded. All in favor say 

aye, opposed say nay.     

On call for the vote, six members were present. Vice Mayor Gregory voted aye, 

Councilwoman Chapman voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilman Dr. Cook 

voted aye, Councilman Smith voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were no 

votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

Town Council went into closed session at 8:47 p.m. 

Town Council returned to open session at 9:12 p.m. 




