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Chapter I:
INTRODUCTION

Note, the following represents a Temporary Placeholder for the Introduction section: The Cox Company

will consult with Peter Stephenson to update the intro section upon Plan adoption.

Introduction

The phrase “Fail to plan then plan to fail” summarizes the Town of Smithfield’s commitment
during the past two decades to prepare our small but growing community for future
generations. Smithfield should be proud of its initiative and proactive stance in planning for
the future of the town, and working to protect and enhance our community character. The
exhaustive work of the Planning Commission in developing this plan is noteworthy. Former
chairman Daniel Smith and Director of Planning, Engineering and Public Works William
Hopkins deserve our special recognition for their leadership roles. The Cox Company, our

consultant, helped us every step of the way. Thank you!

Peter M. Stephenson, AICP
Town Manager

Smithfield Comprehensive Plan

This plan is dedicated to honor the memory of Daniel Smith, the long time Mayor and Planning
Commission Chair in the Town of Smithfield, who passed from this life in 2008. Danny’s
contributions to the Town’s planning efforts over the past fifteen years have been nothing short
of remarkable. His leadership in the development of the Town’s two most recent
Comprehensive Planning efforts, as well as the introduction of a new Zoning Ordinance has
been absolutely essential to the successful introduction and implementation of modern
planning tools in the Town. It is simply hard to fathom how the Town could have possibly
implemented all that it has over the past decade without his wise counsel and valuable insights
into what makes Smithfield, and the area “Between the Bridges”, the unique community that it
has been and continues to be. Danny Smith will be deeply missed in Smithfield. We hope that

this Plan represents an important part of his legacy to the community.
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Planning Team (Membership to be updated for Final Plan adoption)
2009 SMITHFIELD COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

TOWN COUNCIL
David M. Hare, Mayor
Kaye H. Brown

Harry G. Dashiell, Jr.
John L. Graham
Denise N. Tynes

T. Carter Williams

Former Town Council Members Involved in the Development of the Plan
Wendy B. Dean
Florine Moore

Daniel L. Smith, Mayor and Chairman of the Planning Commission

PLANNING COMMISSION
Charles F. Bryan

Bill Davidson

Julie B. Hillegass

John L. Graham

Thomas F. Hearn, Jr.

Norma Odom Leonard
Virginia F. Smith

Former Planning Commissioners Involved in the Development of the Plan
Daniel L. Smith, Chairman, Herb Bevan, MD, Delores Cahoon, Lee E. Winslett, Jr.

TOWN STAFF

Peter M. Stephenson, AICP, Town Manager

William T. Hopkins III, CZA, Director of Planning, Engineering and Public Works
William H. Riddick, III, Town Attorney

Wayne A. Griffin, Town Engineer

William G. Saunders, Town Planner/GIS Coordinator

Joseph Reish, Planning Technician
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THE COX COMPANY
Frank D. Cox, Jr. PE, AICP
Michael L. Fenner, AICP

Adopted by the Town Council on
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