
The Smithfield Town Council held its regular meeting on Tuesday, December 2nd, 

2014. The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  Members present were Mr. T. 

Carter Williams, Mayor; Mr. Andrew Gregory, Vice Mayor; Ms. Connie Chapman, Mr. 

Michael Smith, Dr. Milton Cook, and Mr. Randolph Pack. Mrs. Denise Tynes was 

absent. Staff members present were Mr. Peter M. Stephenson, Town Manager; Ms. 

Lesley King, Town Clerk; Ms. Ellen Minga, Town Treasurer; Mr. Steven Bowman, Chief 

of Police; Mr. William T. Hopkins III, Director of Planning, Engineering, and Public 

Works, Ms. Judy Winslow, Director of Tourism; and Mr. William H. Riddick, III, Town 

Attorney. There were two (2) citizens present. The media was represented by Ms. Abby 

Proch of The Smithfield Times. 

 Mayor Williams – Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the Smithfield 

Town Council meeting of December 2nd, 2014. I would like to thank everyone for coming 

tonight. If you would all stand, we will say the Pledge of Allegiance. 

All present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

Mayor Williams – We will start off with our Informational Section. The Town 

Manager will give us the Manager’s Report. 

Town Manager – Thank you, your Honor. Our audience just doubled. Welcome 

ladies. We did have a supplemental posting today. We had a few additional bits of 

information which Mrs. Lesley King, Town Clerk posted. Our thoughts are with 

Councilwoman Tynes this evening as she continues to recover from surgery. As far as 

events this month we have a ton. They are almost too numerous to mention. Our Town 

Clerk sent a list out to Council members prior to Thanksgiving. I hope everyone had a 

nice holiday. We do not have a Board of Zoning Appeals meeting this month. We have 

a Planning Commission meeting to continue to work on the Comprehensive Plan on 

December 9th at 7:30 p.m. On December 16th, we will have the Board of Historic and 

Architectural review meeting at 7:30 p.m. The committee meetings are actually on 

schedule for this month on December 22nd and December 23rd at 4:00 p.m. The town 

offices will be closed beginning at noon on December 24th. We will be closed on 

December 25th and 26th for the Christmas holiday. Thank you for the extra time. We also 

have for approval tonight the meeting schedule for 2015. We have followed the state 

schedule for next year so that I will not have to come back to you asking for an 

additional half day before Thanksgiving and all day and extra half day on Christmas 
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Eve. If you approve the schedule we would receive the equivalent of an additional day 

total. Please note that the times may change for the Planning Commission, BZA, and 

BHAR meetings. Mr. Hopkins has been talking to the chairmen about potentially making 

a change.  

Director of Planning, Engineering, and Public Works - The Planning Commission 

meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. The Board of Historic and Architectural Review would meet 

at 6:30 p.m. The Board of Zoning Appeals meeting would be at 7:30 p.m. BHAR and 

BZA are on the same night. Again, it is still open for discussion.  

Town Manager – The dates will not change but the times might. I just wanted to 

point out that caveat in terms of the 2015 public meeting schedule.  

Mayor Williams – Thank you, Mr. Stephenson. We will move to Public Comments. 

We do not have any public comments. Next we have Council Comments. 

Councilman Pack – I am not sure if our Town Manager mentioned it or not but on 

December 9th the Planning Commission has a work session at 6:30 p.m. to discuss 

some of the directives from the Council to go over annexations and come up with some 

plans for that. I just wanted to make everyone publicly aware. It is open to the public of 

course.  

Councilman Dr. Cook – Mr. Mayor, I would like to see if we can organize an 

Intergovernmental meeting between us and the county soon. We have not met in a 

while. We seem to have a lack of communication between us still. I would like to get 

back on the wagon to see if we can have some communication between us.  

Mayor Williams – Our Town Manager will contact them again to see if we can get 

something going. Are there any other Council comments? Hearing none, we move to 

the summary of the consent agenda items. We will start off with the Finance Committee 

Chair, Mr. Randy Pack. 

Councilman Pack – Finance Committee Summary. Thank you, Mr. Mayor. We 

have quite a few invoices over $10,000.00 that requires Council’s authorization. The 

first invoice is REW Corporation for $16,573.75. The second invoice is Western 

Tidewater Free Clinic for $33,000.00 for our annual contribution from the town. It is a 

budgeted amount. We also have an invoice for $10,000.00 for the Smithfield Volunteer 

Fire Department which is also a budgeted item towards their new fire truck. They have 

received the truck. We have a bill from Isle of Wight County for our E911 joint services 
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support in the amount of $76,920.50. We also have an invoice in the amount of 

$97,579.50 to Isle of Wight County for our tourism contribution. There is a debt service 

payment to Isle of Wight County for the general obligation bond for $16,198.79. We 

recommend them for approval this evening.  

Mayor Williams – Thank you. We now move to Public Works Committee Chair, 

Mr. Michael Smith.  

Councilman Smith – Public Works Committee Summary. We have a motion to 

accept the proposal from Dominion Virginia Power to install a streetlight at the 

intersection of John Rolfe Drive and Andrews Crossing. The darkness has been a 

concern. It has been looked at by our police department. We have had numerous 

incidences where things happened out there. They were easily hidden by bushes where 

you could not see at the intersection. The town engineer did a study on it and asked 

Dominion Virginia Power to do the lighting at an angle so that it would not be so 

intrusive. It is all in the agreement. We would like to have this lighting approved tonight.  

Mayor Williams – We need a Motion to Approve the Meeting Schedule for 2015. Is 

there any discussion?  

Vice Mayor Gregory – I will make a motion to approve the consent agenda as 

presented. 

1.) Invoices Over $10,000 Requiring Council Authorization: 

a. REW Corporation     $ 16,573.75 

b. Western Tidewater Free Clinic   $ 33,000.00 

c. Smithfield Volunteer Fire Department $ 10,000.00 

d. IOW – E911      $ 76,920.50 

e. IOW – Tourism     $ 97,579.50 

f. IOW – General Obligation Bond   $16,198.79 

2.) Motion to Accept the Proposal from Dominion Virginia Power to Install a 

Streetlight at the Intersection of John Rolfe Drive and Andrews Crossing. 

3.) Motion to Approve the Meeting Schedule for 2015. 

Councilman Dr. Cook – Second. 

Mayor Williams – A motion has been made and properly seconded. Is there any 

further discussion? 
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Councilman Smith – Yes sir, Mr. Mayor. I would like to point out that the cost of 

the lighting is $3,354.81. 

Mayor Williams – We will note that. Roll call vote.  

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilman Smith voted aye, 

Councilman Dr. Cook voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Chapman 

voted aye, Vice Mayor Gregory voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were 

no votes against the motion. The motion passed.  

Mayor Williams – Next is the Action Section. We have a Motion to Appoint a 

Nominating Committee to Fill the Three Expiring Terms (1/31/2015) on the Smithfield 

Planning Commission. (Julia Hillegass, Larry Odom, and Thomas Pope). I would like to 

select Mr. Randy Pack and Dr. Milton Cook to be on that committee. They will report 

back to us at the January Council meeting.  

Councilman Pack – Mr. Mayor, I am happy to do that but since I serve on the 

Planning Commission are you sure you want me on it? 

Mayor Williams – That is why I want you on the committee. Now we need a 

Motion to Approve the Town Council Meeting Minutes of November 4th, 2014.  

Town Attorney – Mr. Mayor and members of Council, I have reviewed the minutes 

and found no changes. I would recommend the minutes be approved as presented.  

Vice Mayor Gregory – So moved.  

Councilwoman Chapman – Second. 

Mayor Williams – A motion has been made and properly seconded. Roll call vote. 

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilman Pack voted aye, 

Councilwoman Chapman voted aye, Councilman Dr. Cook voted aye, Vice Mayor 

Gregory voted aye, Councilman Smith voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There 

were no votes against the motion. The motion passed.  

Mayor Williams – We now move to New Business. Do we have any new 

business? Hearing none, we move to Old Business. Is there any old business? Hearing 

none, we have a short closed session to discuss personnel. 

Town Manager – Yes sir, your Honor. We need a brief closed session to discuss a 

personnel matter requiring advice of legal counsel.  

Town Attorney – We need a motion to go into closed session for the purpose of 

discussing personnel matters. 
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Vice Mayor Gregory – So moved. 

Councilwoman Chapman – Second. 

Mayor Williams – A motion has been made and properly seconded. Roll call vote. 

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilman Pack voted aye, 

Councilwoman Chapman voted aye, Councilman Dr. Cook voted aye, Vice Mayor 

Gregory voted aye, Councilman Smith voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There 

were no votes against the motion. The motion passed.  

Town Council went into closed session at 7:38 p.m. 

Town Council went back into regular session at 8:06 p.m. 

Mayor Williams – We are back in open session. 

Town Attorney – We need a motion that during the closed session there was only 

a discussion about personnel matters requiring legal advice from legal counsel.  

Councilwoman Chapman – So moved. 

Vice Mayor Gregory – Second.  

Mayor Williams – A motion has been made and properly seconded. Roll call vote. 

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilman Smith voted aye, 

Councilwoman Chapman voted aye, Councilman Dr. Cook voted aye, Councilman Pack 

voted aye, Vice Mayor Gregory voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. There were 

no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

Mayor Williams - Is there anything else to come before Council tonight? We are 

adjourned. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 

 

 

__________________________       _____________________________ 
T. Carter Williams         Peter Stephenson, AICP, ICMA-CM 
Mayor      Town Manager 
 


