
 

 

The Smithfield Board of Historic and Architectural Review (BHAR) held its regular 

meeting on Tuesday, July 19th, 2022 at the Smithfield Center.  The meeting was called to order at 

6:35 p.m.  

Members present: 

Trey Gwaltney – Chairman  

Julia Hillegass – Vice Chair 

Russell Hill  

Gary Hess  

Laura Brown 

Justin Hornback 

Members absent:  

Judith Lally 

Staff present: 

William H. Riddick, III – Town Attorney 

Tammie Clary – Community Development & Planning Director 

Mark Kluck – Planner 

T. Carter Williams – Mayor 

Charles Bryan – Chairman, Planning Commission 

Dr. Thomas Pope – Planning Commission Member 

Michael Torrey – Planning Commission Member 

Michael Swecker – Planning Commission Member 

Randy Pack – Town Councilman, Planning Commission Member 

Nadya Jaudzimas – Administrative Assistant  

Press:  

Citizens:  

 

Chairman Gwaltney welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

Community Development & Planning Director’s Report: 

  Tammie Clary, Director of Community Planning and Development, stated that there were 

no new updates to report.   

 

Public Comments: 

Bob Hines of 216 Washington Street in Smithfield inquired about the classification of the 

Pierceville property that was located within the Historic District, and specifically if its Landmark 

property designation had changed. He added that some people felt that it was just a field and he 

gave the reminder that Gettysburg and Yorktown had just been fields too. He acknowledged that 

Pierceville paled in comparison but wondered if there should be a historic marker as it had some 

significance.     

 The Town Attorney explained to Chairman Gwaltney that Mr. Hines’s question may be 

answered.  
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 Chairman Gwaltney stated that he was going to leave that to Mrs. Clary or the Town 

Attorney as he was unsure what else had been discussed outside of the meeting. 

 The Town Attorney explained to Mr. Hines that the Historic District boundaries had not 

been altered. He added that at the last BHAR meeting there was agreement to make a 

recommendation to Town Council to change the Pierceville property from Landmark as the 

provisions of the Town’s ordinance do not cover land without structures. He added that at the last 

Town Council meeting they had taken action based on that recommendation, and the property’s 

classification had already been changed.  

 Mr. Hines asked for confirmation that this was not an action of the State, but it was 

controlled by the Town. 

 The Town Attorney confirmed that this was a Town designation that had already been 

completed.  

 

Board Member Comments:  

 There were no Board member comments.  

    

Sign – The School House Museum/516 Main St – Landmark – The Smithfield Museum 

Foundation C/O Rick Bodson, applicant. 

Mrs. Clary reported that the applicant is seeking to erect a Virginia Department of Historic 

Resources (VDHR) historic marker near the Schoolhouse Museum located on Main Street to 

highlight its historical significance and increase its visibility. She stated that the sign will be 

painted silver and cast in aluminum with black text lettering (on both sides of the sign). The sign 

will be approximately forty-two inches (42”) tall by forty inches (40”) wide and be mounted to an 

approximately forty-eight inch (48”) black aluminum pole. She continued that the historic marker 

would be a similar style to the sign displayed in front of the old Isle of Wight County Courthouse 

located at 130 Main Street; the sign specifications are set by VDHR to create consistency in all 

historic markers. The sign will be located within the Virginia Department of Transportation’s 

(VDOT) right-of-way and will be installed according to VDOT standards. 

 Town staff recommended approval from a zoning standpoint and deferred to the BHAR 

for architectural discretion. 

 Rick Bodson of 115 Commodore Lane in Smithfield was present to speak on behalf of the 

application. He reported that he is a Board member of the Smithfield Museum Foundation which 

operates the School House Museum. He added that he wanted to clarify a few things as there were 

some oddities within the process. Mr. Bodson reiterated what Mrs. Clary had reported that the 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) set the specifications for the sign which were non-

negotiable. He reported that the text to go on to the sign would be submitted by the Foundation 

Board, validated to be historically accurate, but DHR reserved the right of last edit. Mr. Bodson 

explained that DHR accepted applications quarterly, with the next review date on August 1st. He 

continued that it would take them 3 months to process the submissions to present for formal review. 

He added that if the School House Museum does not make the August cut-off, the next date is in 

September and it will not be reviewed until January 2023. He continued that only five submissions 

are promoted to the formal review, and the Board had been told that there is a waiting list of about 
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50 applications. He explained that he wanted the Board to know this information as there was no 

guarantee that they would be approved in the first round of review. Mr. Bodson added that 

applicants were allowed to resubmit information electronically. He stated that what the BHAR 

would be approving at this meeting would potentially not manifest for years. He added that he felt 

that the School House Museum had a very compelling case, and with 8 historic markers in the 

County not one addresses the African-American heritage of the area. Mr. Bodson reported that a 

pre-requisite of the application process was the Town’s approval to place a sign within its 

jurisdiction and added that the sign’s placement would be at no cost to the Town. Mr. Bodson 

stated that the Foundation was aware that the area would likely be changing due to proposed 

development, and they would work with VDOT to place the sign in the appropriate area when the 

time came.  

 Chairman Gwaltney asked if Mr. Bodson had any indication of where the School House 

Museum’s placement was on the waiting list.  

 Mr. Bodson clarified that technically the museum was not in the queue at this time as they 

had not submitted the application. He added that placement once submitted was indeterminate as 

no one was sure how many applications total DHR would be receiving this quarter and reported 

that the applications are no reviewed sequentially. He explained that the applications were ranked 

based on DHR’s criteria and are placed in the queue in direct competition with the other applicants.  

 Chairman Gwaltney acknowledged that the DHR’s point system was interesting. He asked 

for the Town Attorney’s comment on what the BHAR’s preset time limit was on applications.  

 Mr. Bodson reported that he had already spoken with Mrs. Clary on the issue and per their 

email exchange BHAR approval was valid for 2 years, after which the applicant would have to 

return. He asked that if in fact 2 years did pass and nothing about the application had changed, 

could an administrative review be done instead.  

 The Town Attorney stated that it would be addressed at that time if necessary.  

 Vice Chair Hillegass made the motion to approve as presented. Mr. Hess seconded the 

motion.  

Chairman Gwaltney called for a collective vote, all members were in favor, with none 

opposed. The motion passed. 

 Mr. Bodson thanked the Board and encouraged the members to visit the School House 

Museum.  

 

Assorted Exterior Changes – 208 Riverview Ave – Non-Contributing – LaDona Roddy, 

applicant. 

Mrs. Clary reported that the applicant is seeking approval for assorted exterior changes to 

the detached single-family residence.  

1) Remove the rotted wooden handicap ramp, deck, stairs, and landing.  

2) Install new a new set of stairs and a new five-foot (5’) by six-foot (6’) landing. The new 

stairs and landing will be constructed out of Veranda Composite Decking Boards, which 

will be a light gray or cedar color (seeking approval for both).  

3) The handrails will be constructed using a specially ordered railing and baluster kit from 

Home Depot by DeckoRail that will feature cedar-colored wooden boards and black 
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aluminum balusters. Alternatively, if the applicant cannot order this kit, she would also 

like approval to use treated lumber and stain the treated lumber in a cedar color.  

4) Wrap the existing four-inch (4”) by four-inch (4”) post in a cedar material. The applicant 

has access to four-inch wide cedar boards, 2 which she would use to wrap the existing 

four-inch (4”) by fourinch (4”) post.  

5) The applicant would like to use the same four-inch cedar boards to create custom cedar 

faux shutters to be installed on the house, near four (4) windows that can be seen from 

Riverview Avenue. Three (3) of the windows are on the front of the house, and one (1) 

of the windows is located on the left side of the house. The shutters will be 

approximately sixty inches (60”) tall by eighteen inches (18”) wide.  

6) Repaint the house in one of two colors once the necessary repairs are completed. The 

first option is a blue-purple color known as “Indigo Batik” (SW 7602) from Sherwin-

Williams with white trim and cedar accents. The second option is a blue-green color 

known as “Deep Sea Dive” (SW 7618), also from Sherwin-Williams, with white trim 

and cedar accents.  

Mrs. Clary continued that the applicant has also requested to replace some of the existing 

siding, which is believed to be Hardie Plank Board. She added that the applicant has stated that 

there are planks that are cracked and beyond repair. Town staff have issued a zoning permit waiver 

for the replacement of the siding in a like color and like material pursuant to the Smithfield Zoning 

Ordinance (SZO) Article 3.M Section 5.B.2. She gave the reminder that if the applicant wishes to 

use another material besides the Hardie Plank Boards or paint the boards other than its existing 

color or a Board-approved color, a new application will need to be submitted for review and 

decision by the Board. 

Town staff recommend approval from a zoning standpoint and defer to the BHAR for 

architectural discretion. 

Max Roddy, the son of the applicant LaDonna Roddy, explained that his mother was 

running late due to attending a meeting Roanoke and asked if he could call her on speaker phone.  

Mr. Roddy was able to reach Mrs. Roddy via cellphone and place her on speaker.  

Chairman Gwaltney explained to Mrs. Roddy that the Board had heard a description of 

everything that she had applied for regarding the home, and asked if there was any additional 

information she wanted to add. 

Mrs. Roddy stated that she would like to also paint the gray cinderblock foundation, but 

did not know if it needed to be painted the same color as the house or if she could use the white 

accent paint color.  

Chairman Gwaltney asked for confirmation that the applicant would like to paint the 

cinderblock foundation to be white.  

Mrs. Roddy stated she was fine with painting it either blue or white, but that she meant to 

add that she wanted to paint the foundation.  

Mr. Hess asked for clarification if her intention was to paint the foundation white or the 

same color as the house.  

Mrs. Roddy stated that she was having trouble hearing the Board’s questions through 

speakerphone.  
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Mr. Hornback asked Mr. Roddy to please ask to his mom closer to the phone to clarify 

what color she wanted to paint the foundation.  

Mrs. Roddy stated that she preferred blue, but if the Board preferred white she would go 

with white.  

Mrs. Lally stated that from what she heard Mrs. Roddy say was that her preference was to 

paint the foundation the same color as the house but keep the white trim accent. She added that 

she felt the changes applied for would be a big improvement to the home.  

Mr. Hill inquired as to how big the deck would be that would be added to the front of the 

house.  

Mrs. Clary stated that it would be a 5x6’ landing.  

Chairman Gwaltney asked the Board members if they had any issues with the applicant 

mixing the cedar and whitewashed wood as pictured in the proposed changes. He pointed out 

specifically that in the application it showed the decking of the landing was proposed to be gray, 

but the handrails would be a brown cedar tone.  

Mr. Hill inquired if Mrs. Roddy had considered doing the handrails in all wrought iron, 

either all black or all white, instead of the composite material shown in the packet. He added that 

her neighbor across the street had all black wrought iron.  

Mr. Roddy repeated the question through the phone to Mrs. Roddy, and she stated that she 

would consider that. 

Mr. Hornback expressed concern that Mrs. Roddy was misinterpreting the question and 

thought the Board was asking if she would consider use of all composite material.  

The Town Attorney recommended that Mr. Roddy approach the Board closer so that both 

they and Mrs. Roddy might hear each other better.   

Mr. Hill repeated the question if Mrs. Roddy had thought about using all wrought iron on 

the handrails.  

Mrs. Roddy stated that she would be ok with using all black handrailing.  

Mr. Hill asked to ensure that there would be no composite material, adding that Mrs. Roddy 

would choose either all aluminum or all wrought iron materials.  

Mrs. Roddy confirmed that she could do that.  

Mr. Hill made the motion to accept the application as presented with the addition of 

painting the foundation white or blue that is a different color than the house and that the handrails 

would be all black or all white aluminum or wrought iron. He asked that Mrs. Roddy return to the 

Board if she wanted any other color changes than what was approved.  

Mr. Hornback seconded the motion.  

Chairman Gwaltney called for a collective vote, all members were in favor, with none 

opposed. The motion passed. He encouraged Mrs. Roddy to contact Mrs. Clary for additional 

information on the next steps to take.  

 

Approval of the Tuesday, June 21st, 2022 Summary Meeting Minutes: 

The Town Attorney recommended approval of the minutes as presented. 




