
The Smithfield Board of Historic and Architectural Review (BHAR) held its regular 

meeting on Tuesday, December 20th, 2022 at the Smithfield Center. The meeting was called to 

order at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Members present: 

Trey Gwaltney – Chairman 

Julia Hillegass – Vice Chair 

Russell Hill 

Judith Lally 

Laura Brown 

Justin Hornback 

Members absent: 

Gary Hess 

Staff present: 

William H. Riddick, III – Town Attorney 

Tammie Clary – Community Development & Planning Director 

Mark Kluck – Planner 

Nadya Jaudzimas – Administrative Assistant 

Beth Haywood – Town Council Member 

Amy Novak – Director of Parks and Recreation 

Press: None 

Citizens: 0 
 

 

Chairman Gwaltney welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
 

Community Development & Planning Director’s Report: 

Tammie Clary, Community Development and Planning Director, gave the reminder that 

the Town now had an interactive Historic Preservation Overlay (HPO) map online. She added that 

Mark Kluck of the Planning Department would be taking over staffing of the BHAR meetings. 

She thanked the Board members for working with her. She also gave the reminder that Board 

elections would be held during January 2023’s meeting and updated that the Town Council 

Committee meetings would be held on Tuesday, December 27th at 3:00 pm. 

 
Public Comments: 

There were no public comments. 

 
 

Board Member Comments: 

There were no Board member comments. 

 
Material Change (Garage Doors) – 365 South Church Street – Landmark – William and 

Nancy Riddick, applicants. 
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Mr. Kluck reported that the applicant is seeking approval for a material change for the two 

(2) existing ten-foot (10’) wide by eight-foot (8’) tall composite overhead garage doors. He stated 

that the new garage doors will be raised panel textured steel overhead doors, will feature an eight- 

by-four grid pattern, and will either be painted black or painted to match the existing trim color of 

the house, which is currently painted green. The two proposed garage doors will feature two (2) 

black faux vertical handles each and will have no windows installed in them. He stated that the 

garage doors will be constructed in the same dimensions as the existing garage doors. 

Town staff recommend approval from a zoning standpoint and defer to the BHAR for 

architectural discretion. 

William Riddick III was present to speak regarding the application. He reported that the 

garage had been built in 2002 and utilized composite garage doors. He added that the garage 

doors were not constructed using composite materials anymore as they did not last. He reported 

that Mr. Hill had been assisting in the search for an alternative material with no luck. He stated 

that he was proposing use of a textured steel garage door. Mr. Riddick continued that use of steel 

was an improvement on the use of aluminum and the texturing made it a better alternative. He 

stated that the grid pattern that they would like to use is highlighted in red in the supporting 

materials. He reported that it came in a limited number of colors, and they had opted to order 

black, but if they did not like that choice then it would be painted deep hunter green as was the 

trim on the rest of the house. 

Mr. Hill reiterated that he could not locate a business that provided composite material 

garage doors, estimating that he checked 15 different door companies. He stated that the reason 

for this was that doors made with that material fail. 

Mr. Riddick reported that the maker of the current garage doors had provided him with a 

warranty, but they had failed to honor it. 

Mr. Hill reported that Mr. Riddick was proposing use of the only material that they could 

proceed with. 

Mr. Hornback inquired if they had considered use of fiberglass doors. 

Mr. Hill reported that no company will make fiberglass doors as they couldn’t guarantee 

their lasting for more than two years. 

Mr. Riddick added that the proposed doors came with faux hardware to make them have 

the appearance of carriage doors. 

Mr. Hornback made a motion to approve the application as presented. Vice Chair Hillegass 

seconded the motion. 

Chairman Gwaltney called for a collective vote, all members present were in favor, with 

none opposed. The motion passed. He gave the reminder that the property was classified as 

Landmark and for Town Staff to ensure that it was correctly listed in the HPO. 

 
Material Change (Front Stairs) – 224 Cary Street – Contributing – Beth Haywood, applicant. 

Mr. Kluck reported that the applicant is seeking approval for a material change of the slate 

gray tiles located on the steps of the front porch. He continued that the applicant would like to 

replace the slate gray tiles with either red brick or whitewashed brick, but was seeking approval
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for both. The proposed material change would only be for the stairs located at the front of the 

property. 

Town Staff recommended approval from a zoning standpoint and defer to the BHAR for 

architectural discretion. 

Beth Haywood of 224 Cary Street in Smithfield was present to speak about the application 

and passed out color samples of the brick proposed. She reported that the current slate tiling on 

her front steps has reached a condition that has made them unsafe. She stated that the unsafe tiling 

had been removed and asked for their opinion on which of the brick samples they preferred she 

use. 

Chairman Gwaltney inquired if the brick would be a veneer, or would the entire structure 

be replaced with brick. 

Ms. Haywood stated that the steps would need to be constructed out of solid brick as the 

placement of brick veneer on the current steps created a height issue. She also inquired about her 

ability to use, and the Board’s opinions on the use of, repurposed bricks. 

Chairman Gwaltney stated that he had done a similar project on his own home this past 

summer. He reported that he was replacing the front sidewalk and thought that he might use 

repurposed brick, but when he investigated the cost was higher than he was willing to spend. He 

continued that he worked with a company called Riverside to have new bricks that were made to 

look old to keep with the age of the house. Chairman Gwaltney added that he was informed by his 

brick mason that the use of repurposed bricks was tricky as they were more prone to issues such 

as water absorption. He suggested that for this particular project that Ms. Haywood should use 

newer brick made to look older. He added that he preferred the red color bricks over the white. 

Mr. Hornback stated that he felt the update would be an improvement and made a motion 

to approve as presented for both the white and red brick options. Vice Chair Hillegass seconded 

the motion. 

Mrs. Lally inquired how the choice between using white brick or red brick would be made 

and if it was a question about material availability. 

Ms. Haywood stated that she had wanted the Board’s opinion on the color she chose as she 

valued their opinion and wanted the steps to look good. 

Chairman Gwaltney stated that he felt the white brick would be on trend but that people 

may feel that the steps looked like they needed to be painted. 

Ms. Haywood stated that she may need to look at the other samples that the Chairman had 

suggested earlier. 

Chairman Gwaltney stated that of the two samples provided, he preferred the red. He 

inquired about which business she was going with for installation. 

Ms. Haywood stated that the contractor who was helping her had given her the samples, 

and that they might have other choices she could look at. 

Chairman Gwaltney gave the reminder that the motion and second had been to approve 

either the red or white bricks. He stated he was ok with either, but his preference was for the red. 

He inquired if the other Board members wanted to agree or retract the original motion. 

Mr. Hill and Mrs. Lally stated that they also preferred the red brick. 

The Town Attorney added that the Board could amend the motion. 




