
The Smithfield Town Council held its regular meeting on Tuesday, January 3rd, 2023. The 

meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Members present: 

Steve Bowman – Mayor 

Valerie Butler – Vice Mayor 

Michael Smith 

Randy Pack 

Wayne Hall 

Jeff Brooks 

Renee Rountree (participated remotely due to personal business) 

Members absent: 

None 

Staff present: 

Michael Stallings - Town Manager 

William H. Riddick, III – Town Attorney 

Lesley King – Town Clerk 

Eric Phillips – Lieutenant, Smithfield Police Department 

Ellen Minga – Town Treasurer 

Tammie Clary – Community Development & Planning Director 

Jack Reed – Director, Public Works and Utilities 

Amy Novak – Director of Parks and Recreation 

Judy Winslow – Director of Tourism 

Ashley Rogers – Director of Human Resources 

Nadya Jaudzimas – Administrative Assistant 

Charles Bryan – Chairman, Planning Commission 

Press: 

Stephen Faleski – The Smithfield Times 

Citizens: 30 
 

 

The Town Attorney welcomed everyone to the meeting. All stood to recite the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 
Swearing-in of Re-Elected Town Council Members and Newly Elected Town council 

Members 

Kathy Torrence, Clerk of the Isle of Wight County Circuit Court, was present to complete 

the swearing in process. 

Mrs. Torrence requested for all of the newly elected Councilmembers to please come 

forward, which comprised of Councilman Hall, Councilman Brooks, Councilman Bowman, and 

Councilwoman Butler. She explained that she would be swearing all of the members in at the same 

time but would state their names separately. She asked the Council members to please say “yes” 

if they agreed. All Council members agreed to the oath and signed the appropriate documentation. 
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Policy for Electronic Participation in Meetings 

The Town Attorney explained that in September of 2022 the General Assembly had put 

into effect that local bodies could adopt a policy that would permit members to attend meetings 

remotely. He continued that he had not been present at the most recent Committee Meetings, but 

it was his understanding that there had been discussion about adopting such a policy. He stated 

that included in the Council members agenda packets there was a written policy for Electronic 

Participation in Meetings and it contained all the statutory requirements. The Town Attorney 

reported that the basic requirements in the policy stated the maximum number of meetings that a 

Council member could attend remotely would be two (2) and a quorum of members must be 

physically present with all votes taken by roll call. He reiterated that the policy was in conjunction 

with State code and opened the floor for Council member discussion. 

Councilman Pack reiterated that discussion had been held at the Committee meetings, 

adding that he particularly liked that there was a limit to how many times remote attendance could 

be utilized per calendar year. He made a motion to accept the policy for electronic participation at 

meetings as presented. 

Councilwoman Butler seconded the motion. 

Councilman Hall reported that he was not present at the Committee meetings when the 

policy was discussed and had not received the information for review until the day of the Council 

meeting. He added that he felt the policy needed more discussion before the Council could take 

action. He stated that this had never come up before the election this year or years past, and felt 

that the item had been considered out of order, which gave him issue. 

Councilman Pack reviewed that Councilwoman Rountree was not present, and she had 

communicated previously that as this was the Council’s organizational meeting she would like to 

still participate. He reported that when he went to the Councilman “camp,” remote attendance was 

not permitted, with the only allowances being for a member running late and calling in as a member 

was arriving. He stated that since Covid, use of electronic attendance has changed and he felt it 

was appropriate to change with the times. Councilman Pack reported that the discussion had also 

included the live-streaming of Town Council sessions, which all members had stated was 

important. 

Councilman Hall stated that he agreed with that sentiment, but reiterated that the order in 

which the electronic participation policy was being considered was out of order. He stated that this 

had never been done in prior years. 

Councilman Pack stated that this type of policy had never been allowed before as it had 

just recently been approved by the General Assembly. 

The Town Attorney asked for any further discussion, and hearing none called for the vote. 

On call for the vote, six members were present. Councilman Smith voted aye, Councilman Hall 

voted nay, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, Councilman Brooks 

voted aye, and Councilman Bowman voted aye. The motion passed. 

The Town Attorney stated that the motion carried, and the policy was adopted. He reported 

that Councilwoman Rountree was available via telephone. 

Councilwoman Rountree confirmed that she could hear all communication from the 

Council. 
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Councilman Pack reported that as part of the policy Council members were required to 

report where they physically were located. 

The Town Attorney inquired where Councilwoman was physically located. 

Councilwoman Rountree reported that she was in Riviera Maya, Mexico. 

The Town Attorney reported that the policy stated that absence with remote attendance was 

permitted due to elective family reasons, in the event of a medical condition, or if a member needed 

to care for someone with a medical condition. He asked Councilwoman Rountree to state the 

reason for her absence. 

Councilwoman Rountree stated that the reason for her absence was a family 

vacation/personal matter. 

The Town Attorney reported that Councilwoman Rountree had satisfied all the 

requirements of the policy and was able to participate in the meeting. 

 
Election of Mayor and Vice Mayor 

The Town Attorney opened the floor for nominations for the office of Mayor. 

Councilman Smith nominated Councilman Bowman for Mayor. Councilman Pack 

seconded the nomination. 

The Town Attorney asked for any further nominations, and hearing none called for the 

vote. Seven members were on call for the vote. Councilman Smith voted aye, Councilman Hall 

voted nay, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, Councilman Brooks 

voted aye, Councilman Bowman voted aye, and Councilwoman Rountree voted aye. The motion 

passed unanimously. 

The Town Attorney announced that Councilman Bowman was elected as Mayor of the 

Town of Smithfield. He opened the floor for nominations for the office of Vice Mayor. 

Councilman Hall nominated Councilman Smith for the office of Vice Mayor. 

The Town Attorney inquired if there were any seconds for the nomination of Councilman 

Smith as Vice Mayor. Hearing none, he inquired if there were any additional nominations for the 

office of Vice Mayor. 

Councilman Pack nominated Councilwoman Butler for the office of Vice Mayor. 

Councilwoman Rountree seconded the nomination. 

The Town Attorney asked for any further nominations, and hearing none called for the 

vote. Seven members were on call for the vote. Councilman Hall abstained, Councilman Pack 

voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, Councilman Brooks voted aye, Councilman Smith 

voted aye, Councilman Bowman voted aye, Councilwoman Rountree voted aye and Councilman 

Smith abstained. The motion passed. 

The Town Attorney announced that Councilwoman Butler was elected as Vice Mayor of 

the Town of Smithfield. He reported that the election portion of the meeting had concluded and 

passed the meeting over to Mayor Bowman. 

Mayor Bowman thanked the citizens of the Town of Smithfield, thanked his family for 

supporting him throughout his public service, and introduced the members of his family that were 

present. He reported that he had the privilege to serve under three governors to be the 

Commissioner of Marine Resources for the Commonwealth of Virginia with 180 employees and 
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a $33 million budget. He added that the position had covered the eastern area of Virginia, serving 

29 counties and 17 cities. He continued that his reasoning for sharing this information was to 

impart that no position that he has ever held was more important to him than the position he is 

taking tonight. He stated that he would try his very best in the position and acknowledged that 

there may be mistakes, pointing out that everyone makes mistakes. He reported that anyone that 

was appointed to the Town Council was capable of being the Mayor and to be selected by the 

current group of Council members was an honor and privilege. He stated that the Council would 

be available, would be transparent, and work to do the best governance they possibly could. He 

thanked the Council for electing him Mayor. 

Vice Mayor Butler stated that she would humbly accept the position of Vice Mayor and 

expressed her excitement at serving alongside Mayor Bowman. She acknowledged the support of 

her family during her campaigns and recognized members of Smithfield High School present who 

had supported her. She stated that she looked forward to serving the community for the next four 

years and reported that there was a great working relationship between the current Town Council 

adding that she was looking forward to working with the newest elected members as well. She 

related that she was always available to address any concerns or to foster discussion of issues. 

 
Manager’s Report: 

The Town Manager stated that included in the packet provided were activities from the 

previous month. He stated he would be happy to answer any questions the Council may have. 

 

Public Comments: 

Mayor Bowman explained that the public was invited to speak to Council on any matter, 

except scheduled public hearings. He reminded speakers that comments were limited to five (5) 

minutes per person. 

Virginia Walker reported that Vice Mayor Butler was her oldest daughter and she knew 

that she would do the best she could in her position. She stated that Vice Mayor Butler’s cousin, 

former Mayor Chapman, had acknowledged this event prior to his passing, and now she could tell 

him that his prayer was answered. 

Bob Hines of 216 Washington Street in Smithfield reported that what he had to say was 

not new, but he felt that it needed to be brought up. He stated that he felt that there needed to be a 

historical marker at the Pierceville site to acknowledge Thomas Pierce due to the significance of 

the property. He recalled that it had been previously said that as there were no longer buildings on 

the property and now was of no importance, adding that the classification of the property had been 

changed from Landmark to Non-Contributing. He stated that he suspected that there were some 

people who wanted to take the property out of the Historic District. He acknowledged that he did 

not know for sure, adding that they would have to wait and see the outcome. Mr. Hines continued 

that he did not think that the Town needed to cater to a builder that may want to place 60 foot tall 

buildings on that property. He reviewed that during the candidate’s forum for Town Council, one 

of the candidates had stated that they had seen a few sketches. He added that what he had seen 

were architectural drawings. He stated that if the Council was considering allowing 60 foot tall 

buildings at the edge of the Historic District, then that would make it no longer historical. Mr. 



Smithfield Town Council 

January 3rd, 2023 

5 

 

 

Hines reported that he had contacted a city official last year regarding concern about the two 

protected trees at Washington and James Streets. He stated that he had received an email from 

them that reported there was a 50 foot preservation easement around the trees. He added that 

“around the trees” would mean 50 feet out, but the most that can be seen is only about 25 feet out, 

and at one of the trees it is only 18 feet. Mr. Hines continued that typically there would be a 

workaround the drip line of at least 25-30 feet out. He stated that he had already picked up part of 

the tree that had been dug up and reported that there was marking showing that some utility would 

be running in between the two trees which would be even closer than 18 feet. He stated that he felt 

that the trees were going to be severely compromised. Mr. Hines additionally had concerns about 

the amount of parking that would be available at the Veterans of Foreign War’s parking lot, 

reminding the Council of the large attendance at the YMCA for the Triathlon. He questioned where 

people would be parking for large events. He surmised that the area should have been utilized for 

additional Town parking, but stated that he knew the houses would look nice. He finished by 

reiterating the need for a historic marker at Pierceville to recognize Thomas Pierce. 

Mayor Bowman reported that there was no one else signed up to speak and inquired if any 

other attendees wished to address the Council. Seeing none, public comments section was 

concluded. 

 
Council Comments: 

There were no comments from Council members. 

 
 

Audit Presentation of Fiscal Year 2021-2022 by Benjamin Packett of Robinson, Farmer, Cox 

Associates 

Benjamin Packett of Robinson, Farmer, and Cox Associates was present via video call to 

present the audit findings of Fiscal Year 2021- 2022. He reported that his remarks would address 

auditing standards that they were required to adhere to, and there was additional information that 

could be found in the financial reports provided. 

Mr. Packett reported that the attached letter identified the responsibilities under the audit, 

specifically of management of the Town. He continued that the letter stated that the Management 

of the Town was responsible for the selection and use of appropriate accounting policies. He stated 

that the letter continued with information regarding accounting estimates as an integral part of the 

financial statements prepared by management. He continued that the specific estimates in relation 

to the Town’s financial report included the depreciable lives of capital assets, as well as 

measurements to pension and other post-employment benefits. 

Mr. Packett reported that the next item detailed any difficulties encountered during the 

audit, adding that the firm encountered no significant difficulties in dealing with management in 

performing and completing the audit. He continued to the next section of the letter regarding 

corrected and uncorrected misstatements and reported that management had corrected all such 

misstatements. He added that all proposed audit entries were made by the Town. Mr. Packett stated 

that there were no problem with disagreements applying accounting principles with management. 

He reported that occasionally management decided to get opinion from other accounting firms, 
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but in the Town’s audit there were no such consultations with other accountants. He stated that the 

accountants of their firm had no significant audit findings. 

Mr. Packett directed the Council to review the Financial Report, beginning with the 

Independent Auditors’ Report. He reported that there had been some formatting changes to the 

report, starting with the Opinions section moving to the top of the first page of the report. He 

summarized that the report found that the financial statements were presented fairly and that this 

was considered a “clean opinion” or an opinion without modification. 

He continued with a review of the Management’s Discussion and Analysis section of the 

report. He reported that he would not go over the section in great detail, but wanted to point it out 

to the Council as it provides an easy to read narrative overview of the Town’s financial statements 

with a brief analysis of the change in the Town’s financial condition over the year. He added that 

this would be specifically from the perspective of management. 

Mr. Packett directed the Council to the financial statements, beginning with Exhibit 3 in 

the report. He stated that this exhibit covered the Governmental Funds and were prepared utilizing 

the modified accrual basis of accounting, which was consistent with the basis accounting that the 

Town used to prepare the budget. He added that exhibits 1 and 2 were prepared using a different 

basis of accounting, which is why the firm prefers to use exhibits 3 and 5 when working with 

Governmental Funds. He directed attendees to the bottom of the page where it lists the “fund 

balances,” and explained that this described the equity of the Town. He continued that the Total 

Fund Balance is $10.64 million, with $9.91 million being categorized as “unassigned” and able to 

be used at the Town’s discretion. He added that this represented 108% of General Fund 

expenditures and for comparison purposes many localities have minimum fund balance policies 

requiring a ratio of 20-25%. 

Mr. Packett continued to the statement of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund 

balances listed in exhibit 5. He summarized that the net change in fund balances in the general 

fund was $1.5 million. 

He then discussed exhibit 7 as a statement of net position of Proprietary Funds, namely the 

Water and Sewer funds. He reviewed that the net position ending was listed at $20.998 million. 

He directed attendees to exhibit 8, which showed the change in net position from the beginning of 

the year to the ending was $1.15 million. Mr. Packett reviewed exhibit 9 which covered the 

statement of cash flows for the Water and Sewer funds. He pointed out that there had been an 

increase of $991,116.00 in these funds. 

Mr. Packett pointed out that the next section in the report was the Notes portion, which he 

described as the majority of the report. He stated that he would only summarize the changes from 

the previous fiscal year as much had remained the same. He directed the Council to Note 17 on 

page 75 of the report and pointed out that the Town had adopted a newly used accounting principle 

of Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 87, Leases. He reported that 

the implementation of this principle had been a large undertaking, and he expressed his gratitude 

to Ellen Minga, Treasurer, and her staff for their assistance. He added that its implementation had 

led to additional assets and liabilities related to any leases that the Town is either a lessee or a 

lessor for. 
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Mr. Packett explained that the last section he would review would be the Compliance 

section on page 112. He stated that this section included information on Internal Control over 

Financial Reporting, or what is sometimes referred to as “Yellowbook Opinion.” He clarified that 

this stated that there was no significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in the internal control 

reporting structure. He reiterated that this was considered a “clean opinion.” He continued that 

the next document was the Independent Auditors’ Report on Compliance for Each Major 

Program and on Internal Control over Compliance Required by the Uniform Guidance, which he 

explained was specifically related to federal funding and was required to be completed by all 

governmental entities that received federal funds in excess of $750,000.00. He summarized that it 

stated that the Town has followed, in all material respects, the compliance requirements related 

to federal funding. 

Mr. Packett reviewed that the Town’s records were intact, accurate, and overall, the audit 

yielded a clean opinion. He reiterated his thanks to Mrs. Minga and her staff for all of their 

assistance during the entire audit process. He thanked the Council and attendees for their time. 

Mayor Bowman thanked Mr. Packett for his time and asked if there was anything he 

thought the Town might be able to improve upon. 

Mr. Packett stated that he felt that the Town was in good shape, highlighting the good 

working relationship with Mrs. Minga and the Town’s staff. 

Mrs. Minga reported that she felt that Mr. Packett was being very kind as the Town has 

been working off of two operating systems over the past few years which has made the audit 

process more difficult. She recalled back to Mr. Packett’s review of Note 17, Leases, and reported 

that though it was presented in a short and coherent way it had been a major change that took a lot 

of effort. She stated that the firm had been great to work with and thanked them for their assistance. 

Mayor Bowman stated that Mrs. Minga and her staff deserved a round of applause. 

Councilman Pack stated that there were three things that he picked up on during that 

presentation that Mrs. Minga and her staff should be proud of. He stated that firstly, our General 

Fund balance is at 108% of the Town’s operating budget. He added the hypothetical situation of 

not collecting taxes for a year and the Town still being able to operate, adding that this situation 

would not be happening. He reviewed that most localities required 20-25% and that Smithfield 

was at 4x that amount. He continued that secondly the auditor found no deficiencies in the financial 

reporting and repeated the final statement that the records were intact, accurate, and offered a clean 

opinion. He stated that the summary of the report was as good as a financial report as a Town could 

hope for. He applauded Mrs. Minga, her staff, and the Council for making sure that the budget and 

the financial responsibility to the Community is maintained. 

 
Resolution of Appreciation – Ms. Beth Haywood 

Mayor Bowman reported that Ms. Haywood would be receiving a Resolution of 

Appreciation prepared by the Town and signed by the previous Mayor, T. Carter Williams. He 

read the following: 

WHEREAS, Ms. Beth Haywood a resident of Smithfield proudly served the citizens of 

Smithfield as an elected official for four and a half (4½) years; and 
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WHEREAS, Ms. Haywood was elected by the citizens of the Town of Smithfield to serve 

her community on May 1st, 2018. She served as a member of the Smithfield Town Council from 

July 1st, 2018 until December 31st, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, during this time Ms. Haywood demonstrated excellent leadership qualities in 

local government with numerous accomplishments to benefit the Town of Smithfield; and 

WHEREAS, Ms. Haywood performed her duties on Council while participating as 

Chairman of the Public Works Committee, as well as serving as a member of the Public Safety 

Committee and the parks and Recreation Committee. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, T. Carter Williams, Mayor of the Town of 

Smithfield on behalf of the Town Council wish to formally extend to Ms. Haywood on this 3rd 

day of January 2023 our sincere appreciation for her dedication and loyal service to the Town of 

Smithfield as a member of the Smithfield Town Council; and 

BE IT FURTHER, RESOLVED, that this resolution will be spread upon the permanent 

records of the Town of Smithfield and that a suitable copy thereof be delivered to Ms. Beth 

Haywood. 

Ms. Haywood thanked the Council members for working with, teaching, and helping her 

with her work. She thanked the citizens for electing and trusting her to serve the Town. She 

additionally thanked the Town staff for all that they do as they had taught her about the running of 

the Town from the Police Department, to Planning, and to Human Resources. She stated that she 

felt that she had learned so much and it had help her grow. She added that as a teacher, it was 

important try and learn about new and different things. She repeated her appreciation to all. 

Mayor Bowman reported that he spoken with Ms. Haywood on several occasions and that 

she had been a strong advocate for the Town and its staff. He stated that they would endeavor to 

continue with that work. 

 
Consent Agenda: 

 

 

C1. Invitation for Bid (IFB) – Recommendation to Award Contract to Tidewater 

Petroleum 

 

C2. IFB – Town Hall Roof Replacement – Recommendation to Award Contract to JMJ 

Roofing Contractor 

 

C3. Request for Proposal (RFP) – Vehicle Maintenance Services – Recommendation to 

Award Contract to Dave’s Service Center 

 

C4.   Motion to Extend the Personal Property Tax Deadline to January 31st, 2023 

Councilman Pack explained that the reason for the deadline extension was due to an 

unforeseen problem at the Town’s printer. He apologized for the unfortunate mistake and added 

that the Town was working to resolve the issue with them. He reported that as the Town runs on a 

July to June fiscal year, this would not affect the Town financially. 
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C5.   Invoices Over $20,000 Requiring Council Authorization: 

a. Lewis Construction of Virginia, Inc – Pagan Point Phase II $ 24,537.50 

b. Land and Coates, Inc – Mower for Public Works $ 23,666.00 

c. Kimley-Horn and Associates – Wilson Road Water Tank Rehabilitation $ 20,651.06 

 
 

Councilman Hall made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

Councilman Smith seconded the motion. 

Mayor Bowman called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present. 

Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Vice 

Mayor Butler voted aye, Councilman Brooks voted aye, Councilman Smith voted aye, and Mayor 

Bowman voted aye. The motion passed. 

 
Abatement Plan to Secure Blighted Property at 202 West Street 

Tammie Clary, Director of Community Planning and Development, review that on 

Wednesday, November 2nd, 2022, a certified letter was mailed to the owners of record, informing 

them that their property located at 202 West Street (TPIN:21A-06-E007) was deemed a blighted 

property by Town staff. She continued that on Friday, December 2nd, 2022, Town Hall received 

a fax of a handwritten note, stating the Spot Blight Abatement Plan. Mrs. Clary added that on 

Wednesday, December 7th, 2022, a certified letter was mailed to the owners of record informing 

them the Plan to secure the building must be completed prior to January 3rd, 2023. She gave the 

update that Town Staff had not received any additional communication or correspondence from 

the property owners at this time. 

Mayor Bowman inquired if the window on the top level of the house that was shown as not 

having been boarded up had now been secured. 

Mrs. Clary reported that the windows in the dormers on the top level had not been boarded 

at this time. 

Mayor Bowman asked if that was a point of contention in with the abatement plan. 

Mrs. Clary reported that the property had been secured except for the two second floor 

dormer windows. 

Mayor Bowman asked the Town Attorney or Vice Mayor Butler if they had any comments 

regarding the property. 

The Town Attorney reported that he had spoken with the Town Manager regarding the 

issue and the property had been deemed secured sufficiently to meet the requirements of the Spot 

Blight Abatement Plan. 

The Town Manager reported that after discussion internally, it had been decided that the 

owners had met the requirements of the code. He confirmed that the Town would send a 

recommendation that the additional second floor windows be boarded, adding that it was highly 

unlikely that someone would access the house through them. He added that Town staff would be 

monitoring the property to ensure that it does not revert to the state of disrepair that it had been in 

before. 

Mayor Bowman asked Vice Mayor Butler if she had any comments as this fell under her 

Committee. 
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Vice Mayor Butler stated that she had also spoken with the Town Manager, and that he had 

stated that he would have a discussion regarding the second floor windows with Police chief 

Howell. 

The Town Manager stated that he had the discussion with Chief Howell, and they had come 

to the conclusion that the property had met the requirement of the ordinance as the two non- 

boarded windows were at an elevated height. He reiterated that there would be additional 

correspondence sent to the homeowner requesting that they address the two dormer windows as 

well. 

Vice Mayor Butler stated that this was how her own conversation had gone with Chief 

Howell. She stated that Chief Howell had given the additional suggestion of the owner posting 

“No Trespassing” signs as well. 

The Town Manager stated that Staff could include that recommendation in their 

correspondence to the homeowner. 

Councilman Pack reviewed that the Town had declared the property as blighted and 

inquired whether it was considered not blighted as the ordinance requirements had been considered 

fulfilled. 

The Town Attorney clarified that the property retained its blighted status, but it had been 

secured in accordance with their proposed abatement plan. He continued that there was no other 

action to be taken by the Town unless it again fell into a state of disrepair. 

Councilman Pack inquired if the owner decided to sell the home, would it then retain its 

blighted status. 

The Town Attorney stated that “blighted” was the condition that the property was in, and 

if someone chose to purchase the property they would be doing so with all of the property’s faults. 

He gave the reminder that a property could not be litigated against because the Town didn’t like 

the way that it looked unless the property fell into an unsafe condition. 

The Town Manager stated that Town Staff would keep a close eye on the property’s status. 

 
 

Motion to Accept Nominating Committees Recommendation to fill the Expiring Terms on 

the Smithfield Planning Commission 

Councilman Smith stated that he had an opportunity to work with Ms. Beth Haywood in 

their efforts to fill the expiring terms on the Planning Commission. He reported that they had spent 

much time on the issue, and he had been pleased with the amount of applications from people in 

Town wanting to become involved. He announced that they had nominated Dr. Thomas Pope, Bill 

Davidson, and James Yoko to the Planning Commission. 

Mayor Bowman confirmed the motion from Councilman Smith for the nominations. 

Councilman Hall seconded the motion. 

Mayor Bowman called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present. 

Councilman Smith voted aye, Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, 

Councilman Pack voted aye, Vice Mayor Butler voted aye, Councilman Brooks voted aye, and 

Mayor Bowman voted aye. The motion passed. 
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Motion to Accept Nominating Committee’s Recommendation to Fill the Expiring Terms on 

the Board of Historic and Architectural Review (BHAR) 

Councilman Pack reported that he and Councilwoman Rountree had elected to reappoint 

Trey Gwaltney and Judith Lally to the BHAR. He reported that Mr. Gwaltney had served as 

Chairman for a number of years and Mrs. Lally had done a great job on the board. He added that 

they both wished to continue their service on the board. Councilman Pack made a motion to 

renominate Trey Gwaltney and Judith Lally to BHAR. 

Councilman Hall seconded the motion. 

Mayor Bowman called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present. 

Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Vice Mayor Butler voted aye, 

Councilman Brooks voted aye, Councilman Smith voted aye, Councilman Hall voted aye, and 

Mayor Bowman voted aye. The motion passed. 

 
Motion to Accept Nominating Committee’s Recommendation to the Fill the Unexpired Term 

of Jeffrey Brooks on the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 

Vice Mayor Butler reported that it had been a pleasure to work with Councilman Hall on 

the Committee, but that it had been a challenge to fill the unexpired term. She reported that in her 

continued wish to stay connect in working with the Town, Beth Haywood had agreed to fill the 

unexpired term on the board. 

The Town Attorney gave the reminder that this was a recommendation that was to be given 

to the Circuit Court. 

Vice Mayor Butler confirmed her motion to make the recommendation of Beth 

Haywood to fill the unexpired term of Jeffery Brooks to the Board of Zoning Appeals to the Circuit 

Court. Councilman Hall seconded the motion. 

Mayor Bowman called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present. 

Councilman Brooks voted aye, Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Smith voted aye, Vice 

Mayor Butler voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, 

Councilman Smith voted aye, and Mayor Bowman voted aye. The motion passed. 

 
Motion to Approve the Town Council Summary Minutes of December 6th, 2022 

The Town Attorney reported that he had reviewed the minutes and recommended approval 

as presented. 

Councilman Pack made the motion to approve the minutes as presented. Councilman Hall 

seconded the motion. 

Mayor Bowman called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present. Vice 

Mayor Butler voted aye, Councilman Brooks voted aye, Councilman Smith voted aye, Councilman 

Hall voted aye, Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, and Mayor 

Bowman abstained. The motion passed. 

 

New Business: 

Councilman Brooks asked to address the issue of live streaming meetings over the past few 

months, adding that it had been an issue addressed in some of the member’s campaigns, so that 
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the Council may remain transparent and citizens could log in if they were unable to attend or 

review what had been discussed. He stated that he wanted the Council to press the issue as the 

Town would proceed with the steps necessary, but needed the direction of the Council. He stated 

he did not want to keep pushing the issue aside and encouraged open discussions on the issue. 

The Town Manager reported that after the Committee meetings he reached out to Isle of 

Wight County as it had been indicated that they were willing to assist Smithfield implement the 

process. He added that a quote on what equipment would be required and if the County was willing 

to provide the staff to assist. He reported that Isle of Wight County’s remote set up required them 

to take one of their own cameras out of the board room, and that was not an option. He added that 

the County was also looking at the cost associated with adding us to the system that they currently 

use. The Town Manager stated that once all of that information was compiled it would be shared 

with the Council. 

Councilman Brooks stated that he did not have any questions but he wanted to make sure 

that the Town was staying on top of the issue. He reviewed that the audit presentation heard earlier 

had shown Smithfield is a financially sound Town with great business practices and he felt that 

adding live streaming of meetings would bring the Town into an era that should have been entered 

into a long time ago. He added that it was an issue that he would not ignore. 

Mayor Bowman stated that he understood Councilman Brooks point and encouraged him 

to stay in contact with the Town Manager for updates. He asked the Town Manager to please make 

sure that when it is time to purchase equipment that they buy good quality items. 

The Town Manager agreed that quality equipment would be needed, there would have to 

be a way to safely store it on site, and they would need a dedicated, trained staff to run the 

equipment. 

Mayor Bowman stated that he had realized that it was the Mayor’s responsibility to assign 

the Committee members. He asked the Council members to please remain in their previously 

assigned Committees for this month, but asked them to please communicate to him via email or 

telephone what Committees they were interested in being involved with. 

 
Old Business: 

 

 

Request for Limited Access in Break off Route 10 Bypass 

Mayor Bowman reported that he understood who had requested to discuss the item but 

asked for clarification who would speak about it at the meeting. 

The Town Manager stated that he was speak regarding the issue and reviewed that the issue 

of legally having golf carts able to travel into Downtown from certain communities had been 

previously discussed several times. He stated that one of the communities that they could assist 

with this was Cypress Creek via possible access to the Route 10 fly-over to get them onto Cedar 

Road. He continued that part of this plan would require an allowance from Commonwealth 

Transportation Board of a break in the limited access highway corridor. He stated that there was a 

long list of steps that would need to happen in order for that to be approved. The Town Manager 

explained that one of those steps would be a formal request from the Town Council that could be 
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in the form of a vote. He added that there also needed to be engineering drawings, would need to 

be approved by the District Administrator, and many other items as well. 

Mayor Bowman recalled that Councilwoman Rountree reported at the last meeting. that 

she had a person who could do the drawings. He inquired if the Council could proceed with an 

informal request from a District Engineer to review plans so that they would know before going 

to the Transportation Board if the project was even possible. 

The Town Manager stated that would be one of the next steps, but stated the first question 

would be if the Town Council even supported the project. He reviewed that Councilwoman 

Rountree had people who were willing to work on the drawings, but he wanted to get the consensus 

vote from Council if they would even want the project to proceed. 

Mayor Bowman stated that he would like to hear from a professional engineer if the project 

is even feasible before confirming if Council is in favor or not. 

Councilman Hall stated that he was in agreement with getting a professional opinion if it 

was able to be done. 

Mayor Bowman inquired if Councilwoman Rountree would like to comment. He recalled 

that at the last meeting she had stated that she knew of a professional that would be willing to put 

together a proposal of the parameters necessary to allow golf cart access on the flyway to allow 

entry onto Jericho Road. He added that he thought it best to then show that mock up to the District 

Engineer to gauge if it was possible to complete, then bring the information back to Council to 

have a vote. 

Councilwoman Rountree agreed that timeline made sense to her, adding that she has had 

several civil engineers state that they were willing to complete the work pro bono. She continued 

that she needed the specifics of what needed to be addressed to give them guidance. She stated that 

if Council required the taxpaying citizens of Cypress Creek to write up a proposal before a motion 

would be considered then she would be fine with that. 

Mayor Bowman stated that he did not want it to appear that the Council was deflecting 

responsibility back to the taxpayers of Cypress Creek adding that he was under the impression that 

this was a pro bono offer. 

Councilwoman Rountree stated that the Mayor was correct and the work would be pro 

bono. 

Mayor Bowman stated that they could discuss the subject further at a later time. He stated 

that his idea of having an informal meeting with the District Engineer with actual drawings may 

possibly be a more expedient way of proceeding. 

 
Motion to Recommend Charter Amendment to the General Assembly to Move May 

Elections to November 

The Town Attorney reminded the Council that there had been an election held in 

November, but the Town’s charter still stated elections will be held in May. He continued that he 

had spoken with the Town Clerk to confirm if a vote had been taken to propose a charter 

amendment to move the voting from May to November, to which she said that the Council had 

not. He stated that for the purposes of procedure he would ask the Council if they would make a 




