
The Smithfield Town Council held its regular meeting on Wednesday, October 5th, 2022. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Members present: 

T. Carter Williams – Mayor  

Michael Smith – Vice Mayor  

Valerie Butler  

Renee Rountree 

Randy Pack  

Wayne Hall 

Beth Haywood 

Members absent:  

None 

Staff present: 

Michael Stallings - Town Manager 

William H. Riddick, III – Town Attorney 

Lesley King – Town Clerk  

Alonzo Howell – Chief for the Smithfield Police Department 

Ellen Minga – Town Treasurer  

Tammie Clary – Community Development & Planning Director 

Jack Reed – Director, Public Works and Utilities 

Amy Novak – Director of Parks and Recreation 

Judy Winslow – Director of Tourism 

Robert Herget – Police Officer, Smithfield Police Department  

Ashley Rogers – Director of Human Resources 

Jeff Brooks – Board Member, Board of Zoning Appeals 

Nadya Jaudzimas – Administrative Assistant 

Press: Stephen Faleski – The Smithfield Times 

Citizens: 9 

 

Mayor Williams welcomed everyone to the meeting. All stood to recite the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

 

Introduction of New Police Officer  

 Chief Howell introduced Officer Robert Herget, who had been sworn into the Smithfield 

Police Department on August 29th and was unable to attend last month’s meeting, to the Council 

Members. He reported that Officer Herget had completed his field training and would be out on 

independent patrol. Chief Howell stated that Officer Herget was already proving himself an asset 

to the department.  

 Officer Herget expressed his thanks for the opportunity to have employment with the Town 

of Smithfield and added that he looked forward to his future with the Town.  
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Manager’s Report:  

The Town Manager reported that included in the packet provided were activities from the 

previous month.  He added that if there are any questions, he would be glad to answer them. 

 
Public Comments: 

Mayor Williams explained that the public was invited to speak to Council on any matter, 

except scheduled public hearings. He stated that if a response was required that they should speak 

with the Town Clerk.  He asked that speakers state their name and address, adding that comments 

were limited to five (5) minutes per person.  

Martha Jackson, resident of Smithfield, thanked Chief Howell for a fantastic National 

Night Out community event held yesterday evening. She reported that the event was very 

entertaining, was exciting for the community’s children and young people, and the DJ was great. 

She acknowledged that many times at Council Meetings the members hear complaints from the 

public, but she wanted to give thanks for the hard work that they do. Mrs. Jackson additionally 

wanted to thank Jeff Smith and the Town’s Public Works Department for their quick action to 

ensure that roads were passable after the large storm passed through the area.  

Natalie Roberts of 406 North Church Street in Smithfield also thanked the Police 

Department for their work at the National Night Out event, reporting that her children had attended. 

She inquired about the gazebo at Klontz Park and asked why it had been replaced with just a 

sidewalk. She continued that she liked to get answers directly from the source instead of relying 

on community speculation. She additionally asked if weddings would still be able to be held in 

this area.  

Amy Novak, Director of Parks and Recreation, replied that the gazebo had to be taken 

down as it was in bad condition. She added that the rebuilding of the sidewalk had enabled the 

Town to make it Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant. 

Mrs. Roberts asked if the gazebo was going to be replaced as she felt that its removal had 

taken away from the look of the park. She reported that children did not go to play at the park as 

they did before, but acknowledged the occasional presence of skateboarders and the inclusion of 

the picnic tables on the pier.  

Mrs. Roberts continued that the light at the Innovation Center was a waste of money in her 

opinion as it was not being used. She stated that she would like a crosswalk added in this area as 

it was the only area in town that had pedestrian crossing signage and lights but no accompanying 

crosswalk. She continued that it seemed inconvenient for the employees at that facility as she sees 

them every morning trying to cross the street and having to wait until all the cars pass. She stated 

that the crosswalk at Klontz Way needed to be replaced as it was old and faded. Mrs. Roberts 

stated that the lights at the crosswalks near the packing plant needed to be replaced as well due to 

the volume of traffic and people trying to cross the street in that area.  

Mayor Williams thanked Mrs. Roberts for her comments and stated that the Council would 

get in touch with Smithfield Foods to see what could be done. He inquired if any additional 

members of the public would like to come forward to speak. Hearing and seeing none, the public 

comments portion of the meeting was closed.  
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Presentation from the Western Tidewater Free Clinic 

 Christi Dejarnette, Board Member for the Western Tidewater Free Clinic, was present to 

thank the Town Council and provide them with a brief update on the clinic. She reported that the 

Council’s contribution to the clinic for the 2022 – 2023 fiscal year would provide 24 Smithfield 

patients with year-long comprehensive care that included 220 visits based on the clinic’s annual 

cost of $1450.00/patient. She went into detail that for the first 6 months of 2022 thru June 30th, the 

clinic has served 81 Town of Smithfield proper residents through 386 visits, which reflects 7% of 

the clinic’s total patient population. Mrs. Dejarnette reported that the clinic had seen a 27% 

increase in patients needing dental services, and will increase the number of dental chairs in the 

dental suite at the clinic from 2 to 4 to answer this need with the goal of being operational in 

Summer 2023. She continued that the clinic has been exploring remote access opportunities for 

care to assist patients with difficulty with transportation to and from the clinic. She reported that 

the clinic had entered into a partnership with Senior Services of Southeastern Virginia (SSSEVA) 

and Bon Secours Southampton Memorial Center to provide patients with eligibility appointments 

at the Hayden Village Center in Franklin. She added that the clinic’s goal was to establish a 

microsite to provide telehelp visits and onsite medical and dental care. Mrs. Dejarnette gave a 

patient’s testimony, changing the name to protect their privacy, about the care that they had 

received at the clinic treating and maintaining their health while living with diabetes and other 

chronic illness. She reported that the Town’s financial support allows the clinic to keep their doors 

open and serve those who need their help the most. She reiterated her thanks to the Town Council 

and invited the members to come and tour the clinic.  

 

Briefing by Mr. Dick Grice, Isle of Wight County Board of Supervisors, District 1 

 Supervisor Grice reported that at the September 15th Isle of Wight County Board of 

Supervisors regular monthly meeting 2 public hearings were held.  He reported that the first 

hearing was regarding an application to vacate a lot in Aston Manor that was originally used as a 

residential park and convert it into a residential lot. Supervisor Grice reported that after hearing 

from the resident’s of Aston Manor, the decision was made not to vacate the lot’s 1975 park 

designation. He stated that the second public hearing at the meeting was regarding the renewal of 

the Moonlight Agricultural and Forestry District agreement which will keep Isle of Wight in 

compliance with State Code for another four years.  

 Supervisor Grice reported that the Board of Supervisors asked their Economic 

Development Director to move forward with reaching agreement by all parties for the expansion 

of the Southern Enterprise Zone. He added that there are no immediate costs associated with this 

expansion.  

 He pointed out that there had been three new steel buildings at this year’s Isle of Wight 

County Fair that replaced the large tents from previous years. He reported that use of the buildings 

and other portions of the fair grounds were now available for rent which would provide additional 

revenue to offset operational cost of the grounds.  

 Supervisor Grice reported that on September 21st the Isle of Wight County School Board 

and Isle of Wight County Board of Supervisors held a joint meeting that provided additional 

transparency on the school’s budget and planned expenditures. He stated that there would be joint 
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meeting of the Isle of Wight County Board of Supervisors and the County Planning Commission 

on October 14th from 2-4 pm in the County Board Room to discuss Solar Farming in the County.  

 

Council Comments: 

 Councilwoman Haywood thanked Chief Howell for his leadership and help at the National 

Night Out. She additionally thanked all the other Town entities for their support including Mrs. 

Novak at Parks and Recreation, and Mr. Reed and the Public Works department. She continued 

that you could see the close relationships between the Town and the Community at work during 

the event. Councilwoman Haywood noted that all of the members of the Town Council had been 

present during the event.  

 Mayor Williams thanked Main Street Baptist Church for their willingness to provide a new 

venue for the National Night Out on such short notice. He commended them on their community 

outreach and service.  

 Councilwoman Butler reported that she also wanted to thank Main Street Baptist Church 

for a Community Health Fair they hosted with Riverside that was so successful that they are 

considering making it an annual event.  

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

C1. Resolution – Street Closure for Downtown Halloween Safe Trick or Treat on Monday, 

 October 31st, 2022 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

  

C2. Resolution – Street Closure for Mistletoe Evening Market on Saturday, November 

19th, 2022 from 12 p.m. to 10: p.m. 

 

C3. Motion to Approve Proposals from Blair Brothers, Inc. for Pipe Replacements at 

Ryder Court and 301 Winchester Place 

   

C4. Motion to Approve Right of Entry Agreement for Washington and James Street for 

Luter Acres 

  

C5. Invoices Over $20,000 Requiring Council Authorization: 
  

a.  Xylem (Bypass Pump)      $  51,296.34 

b.  Hodges & Hodges Enterprises, LLC     $  38,905.00 

c.  Smithfield Volunteer Fire Department    $  34,000.00 

 

Vice Mayor Smith made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

Councilman Hall seconded the motion.  

 Mayor Williams called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present. 

Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, 
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Councilwoman Butler voted aye, Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, Vice Mayor Smith voted 

aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. The motion passed. 

   

PUBLIC HEARING: Special Use Permit – DMV @ 1305 South Church Street  

Tammie Clary, Director of Community Development and Planning, reported that the 

applicant is seeking approval for a Special Use Permit (SUP) pursuant to the Smithfield Zoning 

Ordinance (SZO) Article 3.I. Section C.30 which is for a waiver of the parking and loading 

requirements.  

She continued that the applicant has proposed to erect an approximately 4,800 square foot 

building, with a proposed use of a Department of Motor Vehicle (DMV) office. Under SZO Article 

8.E.37, the maximum number of spaces for an office is “one (1) space per 150 square feet of gross 

floor area,” permitting a maximum of thirty-two (32) parking spaces.  

Mrs. Clary reported that at the Tuesday, September 13th, 2022 Planning Commission 

meeting, the application was favorably recommended to Town Council for approval, subject to the 

staff conditions, contingent on final site plan approval. She reiterated that the application is not for 

the site plan, it is only for the SUP to allow for the additional of parking, amounting to 108 spaces.  

She reviewed that the proposed number of parking spaces exceeds the maximum amount 

of parking spaces allowed for an office building; however, the applicant has indicated because of 

the proposed use as a DMV, additional parking spaces will be required for operation. Town staff 

do recommend that a favorable recommendation for approval of this SUP for the waiver of parking 

and loading requirements which would be contingent upon final site plan approval. 

Mayor Williams declared the public hearing open, and inquired if there was anyone present 

who wanted to speak for or against the application.  

Dr. Warren Sachs of 125 86th Street in Virginia Beach reported that he is the owner of the 

land in question. He stated that the DMV had originally asked for 125 parking spaces, but revised 

their plan down to 108. He reiterated that the reason for applying for the SUP was due to the 

DMV’s requirement for that amount of spaces.   

Mayor Williams inquired again whether there was anyone else present who wanted to 

speak for or against the application. Hearing and seeing none, he closed the public hearing.  

Councilman Pack made a motion to approve the SUP application to include Town Staff’s 

recommendation of an approved final site plan. Councilwoman Rountree seconded the motion. 

Mayor Williams asked for confirmation that the application had already been considered 

by the Planning Commission.  

Councilman Pack confirmed that it had and the application had received a unanimous 

favorable recommendation to Town Council.  

 Mayor Williams called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present. 

Councilwoman Butler voted aye, Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, Vice Mayor Smith voted 

aye, Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, 

and Mayor Williams voted aye. The motion passed. 

 
Cypress Creek Subdivision Agreement for Section 2 of Phase 6 
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 Mrs. Clary reported that the applicant received final plat approval by the Planning 

Commission on August 9th, 2022, for Section 2 of Phase 6 in Cypress Creek allowing for the formal 

subdivision of the property into 51 suburban residential cluster-zoned properties, along with one 

open-space parcel. She continued that Town Staff is seeking approval of the proposed subdivision 

agreement so that it can be recorded with the final plat. She clarified that the defect year was 

amended to 1 year as opposed to 2 years, which is why the item had been pulled for Town Councils 

review. Mrs. Clary continued that this change was in line with Sections 1 and 3 of Phase 6 which 

also had 1 year defect bonds in place.  

Councilman Pack made a motion to approve as presented with Town Staff’s 

recommendations. Councilman Hall seconded the motion. 

Mayor Williams called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present. 

Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, 

Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, Councilman Pack voted 

aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. The motion passed. 

 

Further Discussion on Location and Approval of Long Leaf Pines at Windsor Castle Park 

 Councilman Hall, who is Chair of the Parks and Recreation Committee, reported that he 

had been unable to attend the Committee Meetings when the discussion first took place. He asked 

Amy Novak, Director of Parks and Recreation, for her report after which he would give his 

recommendation.  

 Mrs. Novak reviewed that based on the discussion held at last week’s Committee Meetings, 

the Council had decided that they do want to expand the Long Leaf Pines, but the question now 

was where they should be placed in the park. She reported that it was her recommendation to place 

the additional trees next to the current plot of Long Leaf Pines in the park. She explained that there 

were several reasons for this recommendation, starting with the expansion making a nice gateway 

into Windsor Castle Park. She continued that visitors could access additional parking through the 

split rail fence and enter into a pine forest demonstration area with additions to the trail system in 

that area. Mrs. Novak added that having the trees in one continuous area would make maintenance 

easier for volunteers, notably in the use of prescribed burns required for upkeep.  

 Councilman Pack inquired if there had been any determination if the soil in other locations 

of the park might be suitable for the pines.  

 Mrs. Novak reported that Mr. McBurney had determined that soils throughout the park 

were suitable for planting, but that it was his recommendation that they utilize the adjacent 10 

acres for planting versus moving the planting to the open field next to Kayak Lane. She reported 

that they had met with the Community Development Authority from Virginia Tech and walked 

the site with the team. She added that this would be an opportunity to expand main parking, which 

has been needed since the park was opened.  

 The Town Manager added that in talks with the Nature Conservancy, who would be 

completing the prescribed burns, they felt that having the two plots adjacent would help facilitate 

the burns and make them easier to contain.  

 Councilwoman Rountree stated that the Town had surveyed the citizens to ask what they 

would like to see done with the property and the majority had not recommended planting of 
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additional pines. She acknowledged that the Committee meetings had been closed to public 

comment. She reported that she felt that the Council would need to be ready to defend their asking 

what people wanted and then proceeding with their own design. She continued that they did not 

want to deter the public from sharing their opinion.   

 Mrs. Novak reported that this would not remove the opportunity to have sunflowers or 

wildflowers planted in the park, adding that they would attempt to plant them in the kayak field.  

 Councilwoman Rountree stated that she thought that the majority of respondents wanted 

to see the 10 acre property in question have some sort of agricultural use. She reiterated that the 

Councilmembers needed to be okay with feedback surrounding their asking for input from 

constituents, and not following through.  

 Councilman Hall acknowledged Councilwoman Rountree’s statement, adding that the 

Forestry Department had surveyed the site and given their best recommendation on placement 

which was adjacent to the current Long Leaf Pines. He added that he did not think an agricultural 

area belonged in the park due to the pesticides which would then be necessary for their 

maintenance and the possible negative effects on the children that visit. 

 Councilman Pack reported that he did not believe that the 10 acre plot was the right location 

for the Long Leaf Pines. He added that he was in favor of the planting of the trees, but over in the 

field next to the kayak launch. He reported that his reasoning for this was the 10 acres in question 

was the most visible field as the park is entered. He continued that once the Long Leaf Pines were 

planted, they would be there forever as there was no future Council that would want to take them 

out for any reason. Councilman Pack reported that there would be lots of other possible uses for 

the field, whether it be recreational or passive, but if the trees were planted there were no other 

possible uses that could be utilized. He reviewed that the Council had been in favor of the 

additional pines, that it was a unique opportunity to get a large amount of trees at virtually no cost, 

and pointed out that the kayak field is fairly unused at this time. He stated that the kayak field is 

currently not as scenic as the other field, is already surrounded by trails, and has a lower elevation 

than the rest of the park. He stated that he understood the advantages of having the two sets of 

trees close to each other but did not feel that this reasoning justified taking away the many potential 

uses of a pristine piece of land. He pointed out that there would not be an immediate pine forest 

available next year or in even 10 years as the trees would take upwards of 20 years to mature.  He 

stated he understood that this was an investment in the future, but he felt that the location of the 

trees was best served next to the kayak launch.  

 Mrs. Novak pointed out that there is a natural buffer with the established oak trees along 

the trails and Jericho road around the proposed planting area.  

 Mayor Williams stated that though he did agree with some aspects about Councilman 

Pack’s comments regarding losing use of the field, he was looking forward to the prospect of the 

trails being elongated to add mileage to his daily run. He reported that he agreed with Mr. 

McBurney’s recommended placement of the pines, and pointed out that there were other open 

fields on the main thoroughfare to the park. He reiterated that he was looking forward to additional 

trails, adding that there were already trails around the kayak launch and it would be difficult to add 

more.  

 Councilman Pack pointed out that there were trails around the proposed 10 acres as well.   
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 Mrs. Novak confirmed there was a trail on the front side of the park in this area, but this 

would add a trail to the back side. She asked that the Councilmembers keep the volunteers who 

help maintain the park in mind, as this was a volunteer-driven project and if they request that the 

pines remain in one area then it should be given weight in the decision.  

 Councilman Pack acknowledged that volunteers are crucial to the park, adding that if they 

made the decision to place the pines in that area there would be an entire 10 acres of park that 

would never get to be used for any other reason. He again stated that he was not opposed to planting 

the Long Leaf Pines, but that he was opposed to placing them on that 10 acre plot.  

 Councilman Hall stated that they were putting into consideration what environmentalists 

had recommended as the ideal area for the pines. He acknowledged that yes, the Town would lose 

those 10 acres but either they would be used in that location or elsewhere. He added that the areas 

use would be in conjunction with the neighboring plot of pines. He pointed out that there could be 

other uses for the kayak launch field.  

 Councilwoman Butler reported that she was more inclined to agree with Councilwoman 

Rountree’s assertion that the citizen survey should be given more consideration. She stated that 

she did not have any opposition to the Long Leaf Pines but what the park currently had seemed to 

be sufficient. She reported that she would like to see something else passive placed in that 

particular field, namely the citizen’s recommendation of the addition of flowers. She offered that 

trails could still be added and park benches in this case. She addressed the earlier statement 

regarding concerns about the pesticides necessary for farming, adding that she did not know much 

on the subject but felt farming technology had progressed so that maybe there was a crop that could 

be used. She proposed the idea that the flowers and Long Leaf Pines could be used educationally 

or as a field trip destination for children.   

 Mayor Williams stated that the problem with having flowers in that area is the abundance 

of deer and their eating the crop. He reported that he has spoken with many farmers and none of 

them want to plant in that area. He added that their reasoning was due to the nature of the spraying 

and crop dusting necessary in proximity to the park.  

 Mr. McBurney reported that at the meeting with the Department of Conservation and 

Recreation, the Department of Forestry, and Nature Conservancy came to the consensus that the 

10 acre plot was the best place in park to plant the Long Leaf Pines if that is what they chose to do 

with them. He discussed that cost considered for planting and the addition of an extra parking area. 

He reiterated that these were experts in their fields, and they were the ones that went out in the 

weeds to look at the soil. He continued that he personally stood behind their recommendations and 

he understood the difference in opinions.  

Councilman Hall made the motion to approve the Long Leaf Pines planting in the location 

recommended by the Parks and Recreation Staff. Vice Mayor Smith seconded the motion.   

Mayor Williams called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present. 

Councilman Pack voted nay, Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, Councilman Hall voted aye, 

Councilwoman Butler voted nay, Mrs. Rountree voted nay, Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, and 

Mayor Williams voted aye. The motion passed. 

 

Motion to Approve the Town Council Summary Minutes of September 6, 2022 
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The Town Attorney reported that he had reviewed the minutes and recommended approval 

as presented.  

Councilman Hall made the motion to approve the minutes as presented. Vice Mayor Smith 

seconded the motion.   

Mayor Williams called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present. 

Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, 

Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, Vice Mayor Smith voted 

aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. The motion passed. 

 
New Business: 

 There was no New Business discussed.  

 

Old Business:    

There was no Old Business discussed. 

 

Closed Session: 

 The Town Attorney reported that the Council needed a motion to go into closed session for 

the purpose of discussion of the potential award of public contract pursuant to 2.2-3711.A-29 of 

the Code of Virginia.  

 Vice Mayor Smith made a motion to go into closed session and Councilwoman Rountree 

seconded. Mayor Williams called for a collective vote. All Council members present voted aye 

with no votes against the motion. The motion passed.  

  

The Town Council went into closed session at 7:23 p.m. 

The Town Council returned to open session at 8:04 p.m. 

 

The Town Attorney reported that a motion was needed to go back into open session.  

Vice Mayor Smith made a motion to go into open session and Councilman Hall seconded. 

Mayor Williams called for the vote. Mayor Williams called for a collective vote. All Council 

members present voted aye with no votes against the motion. The motion passed.  

The Town Attorney stated a motion was needed that during the closed session there was 

only discussion a potential award of public contracts to 2.2-3711.A-29 of the Code of Virginia. 

Councilman Hall made said motion and Vice Mayor Smith seconded. A collective vote 

was called. All Council members present voted aye with no votes against the motion. The motion 

passed.  

Councilwoman Rountree proposed the motion that the Town of Smithfield commit to an 

amount not to exceed $1.4 million to construct a market facility with the County of Isle of Wight 

and the Economic Development Authority and the Developer subject to negotiation of a mutually 

agreeable Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and subject to final approval of the project. 

Vice Mayor Smith seconded the motion.  

Mayor Williams called for the vote. On call for the vote, seven members were present with 

one member abstaining. Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, 




