
The Smithfield Town Council held its regular meeting on Tuesday, December 7, 2021. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Members present: 

T. Carter Williams – Mayor 

Michael Smith – Vice Mayor 

Randy Pack 

Beth Haywood 

Valerie Butler 

Wayne Hall 

Renee Rountree 

Staff present: 

Michael Stallings - Town Manager 

Lesley King – Town Clerk 

Ellen Minga – Town Treasurer 

William H. Riddick, III – Town Attorney 

Alonzo Howell – Chief of Police 

Tammie Clary – Community Development & Planning Director 

Ashley Rogers – Human Resource Director 

Amy Novak – Director of Parks and Recreation 

Chris Meier – Deputy Chief for the Smithfield Police Department 

Jack Reed – Director of Public Works and Utility 

Eric Phillips – Lieutenant for the Smithfield Police Department 

Jacob Norton – Officer for the Smithfield Police Department 

Paul Jones – Officer for the Smithfield Police Department 

Sam Johnson – Officer for the Smithfield Police Department 

William Wooley – Officer for the Smithfield Police Department 

Randall Gillespie – Officer for the Smithfield Police Department 

Nadya Jaudzimas – Administrative Assistant 

Press: 

Stephen Faleski – The Smithfield Times 

Citizens: Approximately 12 
 
 

Mayor Williams welcomed everyone to the meeting, and all stood to recite the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 
Manager’s Report: 

The Town Manager stated that included in the packet were activities from the previous 

month. He stated that if there are any questions, he would be glad to answer them. He invited the 

Smithfield Police Department’s Police Chief to the podium to recognize some of his officers. 



Smithfield Town Council 
December 7, 2021 

2 

 

 

Police Chief Recognition of Officers: 

Chief Howell recognized accomplishments of officers made over the last year. The first 

officers to be recognized were Officer Samuel Johnson and Officer Paul Jones. He stated that both 

officers were recognized by Virginia MADD for leading the department in DUI arrests for the 

year. Chief Howell presented both officers with an award from MADD. Chief Howell also 

highlighted Officer Jones for being recognized as Smithfield’s Top Cop. Officer Jones was 

nominated by his peers in the department. He added that during the pandemic he completed 22 

criminal arrests, led the department in DUI arrests and other traffic enforcement efforts. 

Chief Howell recognized Officer Jacob Norton for meeting the requirements necessary to 

become a Senior Officer. A stripe has been added to the sleeve of his uniform to indicate his senior 

status. The added stripe will be used in the Smithfield Police Department to identify Senior 

Officers. He stated other officers will be acknowledged moving forward as they meet the 

requirements to become a Senior Officer. 

Upcoming Meetings and Activities: 

December 7 - 6:30 p.m. – Town Council Meeting 

December 14 - 6:30 p.m. – Planning Commission 

December 21 - 6:30 p.m. – Board of Historic and Architectural Review 

December 21 - 7:30 p.m. – Board of Zoning Appeals 

December 23 & 24 Town Administrative Offices are closed for the Christmas Holiday 

December 27 - 3:00 p.m. - Town Council Committee Meetings (Consecutive) 

Public Safety Committee 

Water and Sewer Committee 

Finance Committee 

Parks and Recreation Committee 

Public Works Committee 

Public Buildings and Welfare Committee 

December 31 - Town Administrative Offices closed for New Year’s Holiday 
 
Public Comments: 

Mayor Williams explained that the public was invited to speak to Council on any matter, 

except scheduled public hearings. There will be a separate signup sheet for public hearings. For 

public comments, please use the appropriate sign-up sheet and include your preferred method of 

contact. Comments are limited to five (5) minutes per person. Any required response from the 

Town will be provided in writing following the meeting. 

There were no public comments. 
 
Resolution of Appreciation for Former Councilwoman Denise Tynes: 

Mayor Williams presented former Councilwoman Denise Tynes a Resolution of 

Appreciation for her years of service to the Town of Smithfield, which stated: 

Whereas, Mrs. Denise Tynes is a long time resident of Smithfield and proudly served the 

citizens of Smithfield as an elected official for twelve (12) years; and 
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Whereas, Mrs. Tynes was elected by the citizens of the Town of Smithfield to serve her 

community on May 4th, 2008.   She served as a member of the Smithfield Town Council from July 

1st, 2008 until June 30th, 2020; and 

Whereas, during this time Mrs. Tynes demonstrated excellent leadership qualities in local 

government with numerous accomplishments to benefit the Town of Smithfield; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Tynes performed her duties on Council while participating as Chair of the 

Fire and Rescue Committee, Police Committee and Public Safety Committee, as well as serving 

as a member of the Public Works Committee, Water and Sewer Committee, Parks and Recreation 

Committee, and Public Buildings and Welfare Committee. Mrs. Tynes also served as a Town 

Council representative on the Virginia Municipal Leagues Legislative Committee, Community 

Help in Progress (CHIP) Board of Directors, Farmers Market Board of Directors, Joint Tourism 

Committee, and the Pinewood Heights Management Team. Mrs. Tynes has also served on 

numerous community boards including the Isle of Wight School Board, Steering Committee, 

Western Tidewater Community Service Board, and the Blackwater Regional Library Board. 

Therefore, be it resolved that I, T. Carter Williams, Mayor of the Town of Smithfield on 

behalf of the Town Council wish to formally extend to Mrs. Denise Tynes on this 7th day of 

December 2021 our sincere appreciation for her dedication and loyal service to the Town of 

Smithfield as a member of the Smithfield Town Council. 

Mrs. Tynes was also presented with a flag of the Town of Smithfield by Mayor Williams. 

Mrs. Tynes expressed appreciation to the Town of Smithfield as it will always be her home. She 

wanted to thank Council Members Beth Haywood, Wayne Hall, and Mayor Williams. She also 

mentioned that she would never forget Town Clerk, Lesley King, for always being there for her. 

She thanked Town Attorney Bill Riddick for always keeping her on her toes. She recognized the 

members of her community that were present to support her. She stated that she had left council in 

a good place and expressed her support for the council. 

 
Presentation from Western Tidewater Free Clinic by Rob Estes: 

 

Mr. Rob Estes, Board Member of the Western Tidewater Free Clinic, spoke on behalf of 

the clinic and its patients to express thanks and provide an update of the clinic. He stated the 

Smithfield has been an annual financial partner of the Free Clinic since 2008 and they extend 

thanks for the Town’s ongoing support. For this fiscal year, the funding of $23,000 will provide 

year-long comprehensive care to approximately 16 Smithfield patients through an estimated 143 

visits, based on their increased annual cost of care of $1,450.00 per patient. Mr. Estes stated this 

support helps the clinic to serve high-risk patients, keeping them out of the emergency departments 

unnecessarily during the pandemic. He added for every $1.00 donated, they provided $7.00 in 

services. 

Mr. Estes reported that during FY 2021 the Western Tidewater Free Clinic has served 80 

Smithfield residents through 507 visits for an average of about 6 visits per patient. He added that 

this reflects 6% of their total patient population. Since opening and with the Town’s support, the 
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Free Clinic has provided care to over 6200 unduplicated patients who have been treated and/or 

seen through medical services, dental services mental health, eligibility visits and pharmacy 

consults. These residents have received more than $273,000 in free medications with a retail value 

of over 51 million dollars. Mr. Estes gave a testimonial of a patient who was able to utilize nearly 

every service offered at the clinic. 

Mr. Estes spoke about the importance of the volunteers at the clinic. Year to date there 

are a total 3,157 volunteer hours logged. They are actively recruiting additional medical staff and 

nurses. Mr. Estes invited members of the council to visit the clinic. 

 
Presentation of House Resolution 256 to Denise Tynes by Delegate Emily Brewer: 

Delegate Emily Brewer came as a representative of the Virginia House of Delegates to 

honor former Councilwoman Denise Tynes for her years of service and dedication to the Town 

of Smithfield, Isle of Wight County, and the Commonwealth of Virginia. Mrs. Tynes was 

presented with House Resolution 256 by Delegate Brewer to show the House of Delegates’ 

gratitude. 

 
Briefing by Dick Grice, Isle of Wight County Board of Supervisors, Smithfield District: 

Supervisor Grice stated that he would be reviewing the last two months due to his absence 

at the October council meeting. He started with October briefing. He reported that the Board of 

Supervisors received the state’s offer to award hazardous pay bonuses to comp board funded sworn 

sheriff’s deputies. He stated that there was a conflict due to only 29 of the 60 being comp board 

funded. The County pays for everything over 29, making it a unfunded state mandate. At the regular 

meeting on October 21st, American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds were used to ensure all 60 

officers were given bonuses. Additionally, during that meeting Mr. Dale Ball was recommended 

to remain as the Governor’s appointed Southeastern Public Service Authority (SPSA) Board 

representative for Isle of Wight. He is currently the Chairman of the SPSA Board. He stated there 

was one public hearing at the October 21st meeting. The public hearing was for a conditional use 

permit to allow James River Christian Academy Child Care Center located on Benn’s Church 

Boulevard to operate as a childcare center. The board received an update from Parks and Recreation 

on the status of the Bradley Park and Tyler Beach projects. 

Supervisor Grice stated that the board received the redistricting task force 

recommendations. Three district map proposals were submitted, with the board picking Map 

Plan A to be used for the notice of the public hearing. A member of the task force was present and 

recognized by Supervisor Grice for her outstanding work. He stated the redistricting hearing was 

scheduled for October 18th, with a follow-up meeting with the task force and the board members 

to discuss any alterations following the input given at the hearing scheduled for November 22nd. 

Supervisor Grice reported that the redistricting is due to the state’s general attorney before 

December 31st. 

Supervisor Grice reported that at the work session on November 4th the Board discussed 

the first quarter for fiscal 2021-2022. 

Supervisor Grice gave information on 4 public hearings held at the November 18th regular 

meeting. He reported that only 5 people participated in the hearing requesting input from 
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county residents on the redistricting. Two other hearings included a public hearing on the budget 

amendment for the new Hardy Elementary School and conditional rezoning change, permitting a 

laboratory business on the old Monette Facility Grounds, which were both approved. The fourth 

hearing dealt with proposed ordinance changes which some were approved but some were sent 

back for reconsideration. A budget amendment was approved for the school board to accept their 

$1.1 million dollars ARPA funding. A presentation by the school financial director was given on 

how the funding would be used. 

Supervisor Grice stated that on November 22nd the Board met with the redistricting task 

force to discuss the changes to the county’s election district map. An agreement on the changes 

was made between the board members and the task force and will be voted on at the regular 

meeting on December 9th. He stated that as a result in shifts in population and the need to maintain 

the minority/majority district, the Smithfield District will now be called District 5. Carrsville 

District will be called District 1, the Newport District will be called District 4. Gatling Point will 

now be in District 4. He stated that there are major changes due to the population shifts. 

Councilman Pack inquired as to why the board went with renaming the districts with 

numbers instead of names. 

Supervisor Grice stated that this was due to several districts including multiple areas within 

them. He gave the example that the Rushmere District went from Rushmere all the way to 

Carrollton. Supervisor Grice added that this does not include getting polling places, and that would 

not occur until after the redistricting was approved next Spring. He stated this may include new 

polling sites which will need to be communicated to others. 

Councilwoman Butler inquired if there was any discussion as to whether there should be 

7 districts as opposed to 5 due to the population shift. 

Supervisor Grice stated that this had been considered, as well as a possible 6 districts. 

However, they received the census information in mid-September which is usually available in 

April or May. He stated that the State had given their information up to the courts, however the 

board wanted it to be done by our citizens, our task force, our board to decide what the districting 

will be. 

 
Council Comments: 

Councilman Pack stated that there would be a Boat Parade in town on Sunday that has 

approximately 40 boats participating. The parade will start at Smithfield Station, parade out to 

the James River out past Gatling Point, back into town down by Smithfield Foods headquarters, 

and then end back at Smithfield Station. He added that up to 2,500 people are expected to watch 

along the parade route. 

Councilman Pack wanted to discuss marijuana laws. He attended the legislative breakfast 

and Senator Lucas’s Chief of Staff was discussing the current legislation. The state has legalized 

marijuana and is working on a system to allow dispensaries. Councilman Pack feels that it would 

be wise to think about how we would address dispensaries in our town. He added that he did not 

know if we would have the ability to ban them in town, or if we would even want to do that. 

Councilman Pack stated that as the Comprehensive Plan is being worked on it would be 
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beneficial to talk about where appropriate places would be for the possible dispensaries. The 

Town Manager stated that this item could be added to December committees for discussion. 

 
Consent Agenda: 

 
 

C1.    Motion to Approve Retention Efforts for the Smithfield Police Department 

Councilwoman Renee Rountree discussed the work that the Police Department Chief and 

Deputy Chief have done to retain officers. This included sign-on bonuses, referral bonuses, 

midnight shift differential, field officer training differential, and minimum court pay of two hours. 

 
C2.    Invoices Over $10,000 Requiring Council Authorization: 

a. Lewis Construction of Virginia (Grace Street Utility Project) $142,493.00 

b. Lewis Construction of Virginia (Food Lion Water line Rehab @ S Church) 

$ 36,646.00 

c. Lewis Construction of Virginia (Pagan Point – Phase II) $145,969.55 

d. Kimley Horn Associates – (Intersection Improvement Project) $ 12,386.72 

e. Core & Main (Budgeted – 100 Water Meters) $ 24,230.00 

f. Draper Aden Associates (Smithfield Lake Dam Survey of Lakebed) $ 16,235.50 

g. RAD Sports (Luter Sports Complex) $ 87,500.00 

Additional Invoice for Council Authorization received after Finance Committee 

h. Blair Brothers, Inc. (approved ARPA funded projects now completed) $240,685.00 

i. Smithfield Volunteer Fire Department (pass thru funds from State) $ 32,740.00 

j. Prism Contractors & Engineers (Budgeted – Manhole Rehabilitations) $ 13,450.00 

k. Axon Enterprise Inc. (annual payment for bodycams) $ 12,003.00 

l. Allfirst LLC (Emergency Repair to Replace 2 VFDs & 1 transfer switch @ Main St 

PS) $ 26,117.28 

m. Ferguson (approved ARPA funded project now complete @ RO Plant) $ 17,173.89 

n. Smithfield Services, Inc. (Demolition of Wombwell House) $ 14,100.00 

Councilman Pack stated that the Finance Committee recommends all invoices be paid as 

presented. 
 
 
C3. Motion to Approve the Use of ARPA Funds for the Paving of the Manor House Driveway 

in the amount of $27,385 and the Purchase of Trash Cans for Windsor Castle Park 

and Luter Sports Complex in the Amount of $10,545 

Parks and Recreation Committee Chair, Mr. Wayne Hall stated that committee 

recommends approval of the use of ARPA funds to pave the Manor House Driveway and purchase 

Trash can for Windsor Castle Park and Luter Sport Complex. 

 
C4. Motion to Approve the 2022 Meeting Schedule 

Public Buildings and Welfare Committee Chair Valerie Butler stated that the 2022 meeting 

schedule was included in the packet for approval. 
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Councilman Pack made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented. 

Councilwoman Rountree seconded the motion. Mayor Williams called for the vote. 

On call for the vote, seven members were present. Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, 

Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, 

Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. 

There were no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

 
Public Hearing: Disposition of Public Property located on Carver Avenue 

Town Attorney Bill Riddick reported that the Town received an offer from L & L Marine 

to purchase 6 lots, Lots 51, 52, 53, 110, 111, 112, on Carver Avenue from the acquisition of 

properties in the Pinewood Heights Community. Each lot is assessed at $12,000. Town Attorney 

Riddick stated that the owner of L & L Marine, Mr. Livengood, who was present to answer any 

questions, would be purchasing the lots to add to his existing property for the purpose of creating 

a landing, and perhaps other permitted activities. By law there needs to be a public hearing for 

the disposition of publicly owned property. The hearing has been properly advertised in the 

Smithfield Times Newspaper. 

Mayor Williams opened the public hearing and asked if anyone would like to speak for or 

against the disposition of property. Hearing none, he closed the public hearing, and it will move to 

council consideration. 

The Town Attorney wanted to add that Mr. Livengood had offered the $12,000 for 5 of the 

6 lots. The 6th lot was assessed at $12,000 but he offered to pay $6,000 as it is all environmentally 

sensitive but that it would make all the lots contiguous with each other. 

Councilman Pack stated given the information and review of drone video by Mr. 

Livengood he felt that this would be a nice addition to the Town and recommended to approve the 

disposition of property as presented. Vice Mayor Smith seconded the motion. With no further 

discussion, Mayor Williams called for the vote. 

On call for the vote, seven members were present. Councilman Hall voted aye, 

Councilman Pack voted aye, Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, 

Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, and Mayor Williams 

voted aye. There were no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

 
Motion to Approve the Town Council Summary Minutes of October 5th, 2021 and 

November 1st, 2021 

The Town Attorney explained that he was not present at November’s meeting, but had 

reviewed the minutes and would recommend that both sets of minutes be approved as presented 

Councilman Hall made a motion to approve the minutes and Councilman Pack seconded. 

Mayor Williams called for the vote. 

On call for the vote, seven members were present. Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, 

Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, 

Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. 

There were no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 
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New Business: 
 

Motion to Approve Agreement for a Deed of Easement for Use of the Smithfield Center 

Parking Lot between the Town of Smithfield, Smithfield Foods, and Smithfield Little 

Theatre, Inc. 

The Town Attorney discussed the history of the relationship between Smithfield Foods, 

Smithfield Little Theatre, and the Town of Smithfield regarding the shared parking lot adjacent 

to the properties. There has never been a formal written agreement on its maintenance. He reported 

that the Town’s staff and Smithfield Foods staff were able to work out the terms of a Deed of 

Easement for the use and maintenance of the parking lot. The Town of Smithfield owns the 

majority and granted Smithfield Foods license to use the portion of the parking lot next to the 

war memorial. This portion of the parking lot has an unusual drainage system under it. The 

drainage system is a capture system that is a modular system that Smithfield Foods staff is familiar 

with, but the Town’s staff is not. He added that if this system should fail, then Smithfield Foods 

would be responsible for its repair. There are other expenses that will be shared such as drainage 

easements and an allocation for responsibility of some of those easements. He stated that the only 

point that was not able to be agreed upon was engagement of contractors. The Town Attorney 

stated the relationship between the Town and Smithfield Foods has always been a good one, but 

as staff turns over there needs to be a policy in place regarding the property. He reported that the 

Smithfield Food’s attorney came up with the idea of using baseball arbitration. The Town 

Attorney stated that what this means is that if an agreement cannot be reached then each party 

would come up with a plan and present it to an arbitrator. The arbitrator would then decide which 

was the best plan to proceed with. He stated that this would only be utilized if Smithfield Foods 

and the Town cannot reach an agreement. The Town Attorney stated that the Community 

Development & Planning Director has looked at this and corrected minor mistakes and that the 

recommendation was to authorize and execute the acceptance of the easement. 

Mayor Williams added that 7 years ago was when they put in the 22 additional parking 

spaces. He stated Smithfield Foods paid for everything involved, including engineering, and kept 

the Town involved and the Town gave its approval. 

The Town Attorney stated that Town staff had been involved including Wayne Griffin, 

Jack Reed, Tammie Clary, and the meetings had been productive for several months. 

Councilman Hall stated that it made sense as we had been working well together for all 

these years and made a motion to approve. Councilman Pack seconded. Mayor Williams called for 

the vote. 

On call for the vote, seven members were present. Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, 

Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, 

Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. 

There were no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

 
Motion to Appropriate Funds and Accept Deed for Lot 19 in Lakeside Heights to be Used 

as an Emergency Exit 

The Town Manager reminded Council they had authorized him to make an offer for 

property at the end of Quail Street that would allow a path to get out of the Lakeside Heights 
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Community by providing an emergency exit in the event that the main entrance to the 

neighborhood is unpassable. The owners have agreed to sell the Town the property at the price of 

$23,000. He reported that if approved the closing would be December 8th. 

The Town Attorney inquired if the money had been appropriated as this should be included 

in the motion. 

The Town Manager stated that he did not think it had been officially appropriated. 

The Town Attorney stated that the motion should be to appropriate the money for the lot 

at the purchase price of $23,000 plus cost and to accept the deed. 

Councilman Pack made a motion to approve. Councilman Hall seconded the motion. 

Mayor Williams asked if there was any further discussion and asked about the Church. 

The Town Manager stated that he had met with several members of the Church who would take 

this back to their council, and they did not anticipate any issues with moving forward. 

Mayor Williams wanted to again verify that the Church property could be used, and the 

Town Manager reiterated that it sounded favorable. With no further discussion, Mayor Williams 

called for the vote. 

On call for the vote, seven members were present. Councilman Hall voted aye, 

Councilman Pack voted aye, Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, 

Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, and Mayor Williams 

voted aye. There were no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

 
Resolution to Appropriate the Sum of $600,000 from the General Fund Balance to the FY 

2021-2022 General Fund Operating Budget for the Pinewood Heights Project 

The Town Manager stated that when the operating budget for fiscal year 2021-2022 was 

developed it wasn’t known how much was going to be left on the project. He reported that they 

feel $600,000 will get them closed out. There are two parcels that are left to be closed, then they 

will have done all the acquisitions, with all that is left being a matter of the demolitions. 

Councilman Hall made a motion to approve. Councilwoman Rountree seconded. Mayor 

Williams called for the vote. 

On call for the vote, seven members were present. Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, 

Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, 

Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. 

There were no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

 
Resolution to Appropriate the Sum of $450,763.71 in CARES Act Funding to the General 

Fund Operating Budget 

The Town Manager stated that this amount will close out the CARES Act funds remaining 

from the county. He added that we had expenses that covered much of that sum and what was left 

would go to public safety payroll. This will clear out the CARES Act funds and we can then be 

focused on the ARPA funds moving forward. 

Councilman Pack made a motion to approve. Vice Mayor Smith seconded. Mayor 

Williams called for the vote. 

On call for the vote, seven members were present. Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, 
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Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, 

Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. 

There were no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

 
Old Business: 

 

Declaration of 1400 South Church Street as a Blighted Property in the Town of Smithfield 

Tammie Clary, Director of Community Development & Planning, stated that The Town of 

Smithfield received a written complaint concerning the condition of the dilapidated structure 

currently located at 1400 South Church Street, Smithfield VA 23430 (TPIN:21A-30-005). Town 

staff has determined the property at 1400 South Church Street meets the Smithfield Town Code’s 

definition of blighted. On Wednesday, June 9th, 2021, a certified letter was mailed to the owners 

of record, informing them that their property located at 1400 South Church Street (TPIN:21A- 30-

005) was deemed a blighted property by Town staff, and ordered them to submit a Spot 

Blight Abatement Plan to cure the blight within thirty (30) days, in accordance with Smithfield 

Town Code (STC) Section 22- 2.b.1. In accordance with STC 22-2.b.4, a thirty (30) day extension 

to submit a Spot Blight Abatement Plan was approved and extended four times (July 23rd, 2021; 

August 20th, 2021; September 24th, 2021; and October 22nd, 2021). According to STC Section 

22-2.b.4 the owner has failed to respond with a Spot Blight Abatement Plan within the thirty (30) 

day period, and the extensions granted, have expired. In accordance with Section 22-2.b.2 Town 

Council has determined the Plan is not acceptable, and the Town Council shall declare the property 

as blighted and develop an abatement Plan. She stated that a copy of the Smithfield Town Code 

Section 22-2 was included with this staff report. 

The Town Attorney stated that this is the first time that the Town has done this. He stated 

that next step would be for the Town Council to formally declare this property to be blighted. This 

ordinance authorizes the Town Manager to proceed with the procurement to demolish the property. 

Councilman Pack then addressed the Town Attorney wanting to clarify that if the Town 

Council were to accept this, they would declare the property blighted and their plan would be to 

abate the blight through demolition. 

The Town Attorney stated that this was correct. 

Mayor Williams asked if there was a lien on the property. 

The Town Attorney stated that once the ordinance was completed the Town would create 

a Treasurer’s Lien, which is a written document that the Treasurer will sign and record at the 

courthouse so that everyone will know that the lien is there. He added that if they sell the property 

the lien will have to be satisfied in order for the Town to recover the money. 

Councilman Pack asked what position does that put the Town in. 

The Town Attorney stated that this would make it so that they would not be able to get a 

zoning permit, they would have to pay the town. 

Councilwoman Rountree asked what the discussed timeline would be. 

The Town Attorney stated that the Council had previously discussed sending a letter to 

give them some more time, but then it was decided there would be no more extensions. He stated 

that the next step would be to find the property blighted and to authorize the Town Manager to 
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proceed with abatement, which is demolishing the structure to bring it up to code and clean it up. 

Councilwoman Rountree asked how long he thought that would take. 

The Town Manager stated that it would probably take two weeks or so to get prices back, 

and then it depends on the contractor’s schedule after that. 

Councilman Pack stated that maybe around 30-45 days as the Town Manager stated that 

the holidays were coming up. 

Mayor Williams asked to make it clear that the owner would receive all this information 

regarding the lien on the building. He had concerns that the Town had never spoken with the 

owner. 

The Town Attorney explained that the ordinance stated that the Town Manager shall 

strictly comply with the notice provisions. He stated that the owner had been given ample notice 

and had been reached out to several times by the Town, but they have not responded. 

Councilman Pack added that if the Town Council moves forward with this, and the owner 

contacts the Town Manager with a reasonable plan, then they should hold where they are and have 

a chance to review the plan. He stated he did not want to see someone’s property torn down 

unnecessarily. 

The Town Manager stated that the ideal goal would be to rehab the building. 

Mayor Williams stated that if you look at the building there is nothing there. 

Councilman Hall made a motion to declare 1400 South Church Street as a blighted property 

in the Town of Smithfield. Councilman Pack seconded. Mayor Williams called for the vote. 

On call for the vote, seven members were present. Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, 

Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, 

Vice Mayor Smith voted aye, Councilwoman Butler voted aye, and Mayor Williams voted aye. 

There were no votes against the motion. The motion passed. 

 
Motion to Accept the Deed of Easement for Property Located Behind the Reverse Osmosis 

Plant 

The Town Attorney reported that the Town had been in negotiation with the owners of 

the property for a drainage easement for the benefit of the Reverse Osmosis Plant. The owner has 

met with staff and the staff has answered all their questions. The deed should be signed either 

this week or the next. The Town Attorney reviewed that the Council had authorized the payment 

of $10,000 for this previously. 

Councilman Pack made a motion to accept that deed. Councilwoman Rountree seconded. 

Mayor Williams called for the vote. 

On call for the vote, seven members were present. Councilwoman Rountree voted aye, 

Councilman Hall voted aye, Councilman Pack voted aye, Councilwoman Haywood voted aye, 
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